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Community  phar- 
macists throughout 
y.t     the  country  must  be 
'%  thankful,  once 

more,  that  they  have  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  to 
fight  their  corner.  The  Press 
Council  ruling  published  this 
week  (p942)  vindicates  the 
Association's  hot  pursuit  of  the 
Daily  Mail  following  its  infamous 
"Killer  drugs..."  headline  in 
February  '84.  Director  Tim  Astill 
accused  the  Mail  of  being 
selective  and  of  distorting  its 
story  with  an  exagerrated, 
scaremongering  headline  likely 
to  cause  disproportionate  alarm. 
The  Press  Council  agreed  but 
said  that  the  use  of  subterfuge 
was  justified.  How  typical  of  the 
Mail  to  concentrate  on  that  latter 
aspect  of  the  judgment,  burying 
the  headline  and  distortion 
complaint  finding  at  the  end  of 
its  story  this  week.  Small  wonder 
that  Mr  Astill  anticipated  such 


journalist  art,  producing  his  own 
Press  release  for  consumption  by 
the  nationals  to  good  effect  (see 
The  Times,  Monday). 

SDP/BPA:  As  PSNC  has  pointed 
out  before  now,  once  you  have 
stated  your  position  in  public  it  is 
difficult  to  back  down  from  it.  Yet 
the  SDP  seems  to  be  doing  just 
that  after  Dr  Owen's  recent 
outspoken  (and  out  of  order) 
comments  in  support  of  the  BPA. 


Like  everyone  else  the  SDP  is 
urging  the  BPA  to  form  itself  into 
a  democratic  body  and  indicate 
just  how  strong  its  membership 
is,  and  like  everyone,  including 
the  Department  of  Health  (see 
p948)  it  is  still  waiting. . . 

Let  us  hope  the  whole,  sorry 
episode  has  left  the  SDP  with  a 
better  idea  of  what  the  issues 
involved  are,  so  that  its  policy 
can  be  formulated  on  fact  rather 
than  fantasy. 

Topics  in  treatment:  this  week 
sees  the  first  in  a  new  C&D 
series.  Written  by  staff  pharm- 
acist Stephen  Chaplin,  the  senes 
is  intended  to  provide  the  busy 
reader  with  regular  briefings  on 
new  developments  in  the  pre- 
scription drugs  market,  and  is 
intended  to  compliment  the  ex- 
isting OTC  update  articles  by 
Professor  Alain  Li  ^ 
Wan  Po  of  The     Y\  \ 
Queen's       Uni-         \  r~* 
versify,  Belfast.        !      ]  j 
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NEWS 


NPA  complaints  against 
Daily  Mail  upheld 

A  Daily  Mail  report  about  withdrawn  medicines,  headlined 
"Killer  drugs  still  on  sale"  has  been  criticised  by  the  Press 
Council  as  being  distorted  with  a  scaremongering  headline. 
But  the  Council  rejected  claims  that  subterfuge  was  used  to  get 
the  story. 


The  condemnation  conies  after 
complaints  from  Tim  Astill,  director  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association,  that 
the  paper  had  improperly  attempted  to 
incite  pharmacists  to  act  unprofessionally 
by  dispensing  withdrawn  drugs. 

He  also  complained  the  newspaper 
published  under  an  exaggerated  and 
scaremongering  headline  a  selective  and 
distorted  report  which  was  an  unjustified 
slur  on  pharmacists,  and  likely  to  cause 
unnecessary  public  alarm. 

The  Mail  reported  in  February  1984 
that  four  drugs  withdrawn  by  their  makers 
were  being  freely  dispensed  in  chemist 
shops.  The  newspaper  claimed  thousands 
of  prescriptions  for  the  drugs  were  still 
being  written. 

Reporter  Clive  Edwards  said  he 
walked  into  three  chemists  in  East  London 
and  Essex  and  came  out  holding  drugs 
which  shouldn't  have  been  available. 

Mr  Astill  said  the  banner  headline  was 
an  exaggeration  and  was  not  justified  by 
the  facts.  In  all  the  30  pharmacies  visited 
by  a  bogus  "patient"  with  a  prescription, 
he  was  told  that  the  medicine  had  been 
withdrawn,  and  he  should  refer  back  to  the 
prescribing  doctor.  There  was  no  reason 
for  any  pharmacist  to  believe  the 
prescriptions  were  false.  It  was  not 
unlawful  for  the  doctor  to  prescribe,  nor 
for  a  pharmacist  to  dispense,  a  withdrawn 
drug,  even  when  the  licence  had  been 
revoked  or  suspended. 

Mr  Astill  told  the  Council  that  the  Daily 
Mail  purported  to  have  "research 
statistics"  showing  that  large  quantities  of 
the  four  preparations  were  being 
dispensed.  The  figures  from  the 
Prescription  Pricing  Authority  were  very 
low. 

Mr  Mac  Keene,  assistant  managing 
editor,  said  that  the  Mail  could  not  say  its 
I  figures  were  100  per  cent  correct,  since 
they  were  based  on  projections.  He 
disputed  the  very  low  PPA  figures.  He  said 
the  report  highlighted  a  matter  of  major 
public  concern,  and  exposed  a  loophole 
in  tne  Medicines  Act. 

The  Press  Council  has  consistently 
condemned  subterfuge  by  journalists 
unless  two  criteria  are  met.  They  are  that 


Tim  Astill  —  complaint  upheld 


the  information  sought  must  be  material 
which  ought  to  be  published  in  the  public 
interest  and  that  it  could  not  be  obtained 
without  using  subterfuge. 

In  this  case  the  Press  Council  was 
satisfied  that  the  fact  that  some 
pharmacists  can  be  prevailed  upon  to 
dispense  drugs  which  have  been 
withdrawn  for  safety  reasons  is  a  matter  of 
public  concern.  It  was  also  satisfied  that  a 
newspaper  was  unlikely  to  be  able  to 
demonstrate  this  except  by  subterfuge. 

The  Press  Council  accepted  the 
criticism  of  the  way  in  which  the  story  was 
presented.  The  headlines  and  comments 
were  misleading.  Journalists  tried  to  obtain 
withdrawn  drugs  at  30  pharmacies  but 
succeeded  only  at  three  and  then  only 
after  inquiries  by  the  pharmacist. 

While  pursuit  of  the  story  was  justified, 
the  treatment  of  it  was  selective  and 
distorted,  its  headline  was  exaggerated 
and  scaremongering,  and  the  report  was 
likely  to  cause  disproportionate  alarm. 

Commenting  on  the  decision,  Mr  Astill 
said:  "We  accept  the  Council's  ruling. 
Perhaps,  on  reflection,  the  use  of  a 
subterfuge  was  justified.  But  it  revealed 
the  pharmaceutical  profession  is  an 
effective  watchdog  when  it  comes  to  drug 
safety.  Far  from  condemning  pharmacists, 
the  Daily  Mail  should  have  congratulated 
them,  and  that,  in  effect,  is  what  the  Press 
Council  has  said." 


PSNC  takes  case] 
to  Review  Panel 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  is  referring  it 
its  notional  salary  claim  to  the 
Pharmacy  Review  Panel  following  A 
an  abortive  meeting  with  the 
Department  of  Health  on  Monday.  i| 

New  profit  formula  proposals  and  the  I 
question  of  compensation  for  dead  stock  m 
following  the  introduction  of  the  limited  lm . 
are  also  being  referred  to  the  Panel. 

The  contention  with  the  notional  salar!  i 
claim  is  whether  the  figure  should  be 
based  on  a  comparision  with  industrial 
management  salaries,  as  PSNC  propose,  at 
or  on  a  pharmacy  manager's  salary  as  at  fai 
present. 

"If  pharmacy  is  under- reimbursed  theitl 
salary  paid  to  managers  is  also  depressed  isj 
PSNC  chief  executive  Alan  Smith  told 
C&D. 

The  Department  of  Health  has  finally  11 
told  PSNC  that  its  proposals  for  a  new 
profit  formula  are  unacceptable,  and  that  'd 
an  element  of  "capital  employed"  should  [l 
be  retained.  Mr  Smith  says  the  Review 
Panel  has  already  indicated  the  present 
formula  is  not  satisfactory  and  has  asked 
both  sides  to  come  up  with  new  proposals. i: 

"We  are  looking  for  a  decision  by 
February  1  so  we  can  work  on  the  balances 
sheet  for  1986-87,"  said  Mr  Smith.  He 
acknowledged  it  would  be  a  tight 
timetable,  but  he  blamed  the  DHSS,  saying 
it  should  have  replied  to  PSNC's  proposals!! 
in  June  as  it  promised. 

Dentists  opposed  > 
to  advertising  I 

The  General  Dental  Council  and 
the  British  Dental  Association  are 
opposing  Government  pressure  to 
allow  dentists  to  advertise  private 
treatment  charges. 

The  GDC,  however,  has  relaxed  its 
guidelines  on  advertising,  although  a 
report  in  The  Times  last  week  that  dentists 
will  be  allowed  to  advertise  in  newspapers 
and  on  radio  and  television  was  referred  to 
by  a  GDC  spokeswoman  as  "an 
oversimplification".  The  new  guidelines, 
which  were  decided  on  November  12  and 
will  be  circulated  to  dentists,  will  give  the 
profession  details  of  the  information  they 
can  supply  to  patients. 
□  The  Law  Society  is  conducting  a  postal 
ballot  among  solicitors  on  whether  the  ban 
on  advertising  should  be  re-introduced. 
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"You  can't  do  that,  old  chap.  We're  both  supposed  to  be  on  the  same 

side..." 


floss  take  on 
iSDA  franchises 

ie  ASDA  hypermarket  chain  of  103 
anches  is  to  increase  the  number 

in-store  franchise  pharmacies  (16) 
id  is  in  the  final  stage  of 
jgotiations  with  Moss  Chemists. 

Moss  hope  to  open  their  first  franchise 
larmacy  in  ASDA's  Edinburgh  branch 
art  March  and  complete  a  further  seven 
dts  by  the  end  of  '86. 

Mr  D.  Watts,  operations  director  for  E. 
oss  Ltd  who  have  ..  branches  at  present, 
id  his  company  hoped  to  conclude 
■gotiations  with  ASDA  this  week.  The 
tention  was  for  pharmacies  to  be  opened 
ily  where  either  ASDA  or  Moss  believed 
ey  were  necessary  or  desirable. 

Moss  plans  units  of  4,000-5,000  sq  ft 
mcentrating  on  NHS  pharmaceutical 
rvices,  OTC  medicines,  cosmetics  and 
gh  class  perfumes.  They  will  sign  a 
ocking  agreement  with  ASDA  which 
ecludes  them  from  holding  certain 
iletry  lines  competitive  with  ASDA. 

Another  ASDA  on  Moss'  list  is  the 
Drwich  branch.  Mr  Bryce  Oollishaw  of 
tad's  Chemists,  Norwich,  reports  that 
oss  have  applied  to  the  dispensing 
bcommittee  of  Norwich  Family 
actitioner  Committee  to  open  a 
larmacy  in  a  rural  area. 

layhoe  gives  BPA 
he  cold  shoulder 

tie  British  Pharmacists  Association 
as  been  given  a  polite  brush-off  by 
ealth  Minister  Barney  Hayhoe 
illowing  a  meeting  with  DHSS 
Sficials  last  week. 

In  a  letter  to  joint  secretary  Charles 
ynn,  Mr  Hayhoe  says:  "At  the  meeting 
m  declined  for  the  time  being  to  provide 
ly  of  the  further  information  on,  for 
cample,  the  status  of  your  Association 
id  its  membership,  which  would 
)rmally  be  expected  in  support  of  a 
aim. 

"The  arrangements  for  representing 
ly  NHS  profession  in  negotiations  with 
e  Department  are  for  the  profession  to 
•ttle  itself,  and  not  for  the  Government, 
n  the  basis  of  your  meeting  with  my 
ficials  I  see  no  case  for  contemplating 
iy  change  in  the  negotiating  machinery 
•esently  recognised." 

Mr  Flynn  says  the  meeting  with  DHSS 
ider  secretary  Tom  Luce  was  "useful". 

"BPA  outlined  its  requirements  for  the 
lmediate  future  —  its  stance  to  be 
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represented  at  the  negotiating  table  on 
which  it  will  place  its  discussion 
documents  on  the  future  of  pharmacy.  We 
are  now  carrying  on  discussions  with  Mr 
Hayhoe  direct." 

The  PSNC  must  take  its  proper  place  as 
the  large  contractors  negotiating 
committee,  Mr  Flynn  says.  The  BPA  will 
represent  pharmacists  across  the 
profession,  and  ideally  a  strong 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  present 
at  all  negotiations  to  safeguard  the 
profession's  ethics. 


SDP  backpedals 
on  contract  stance 

The  SDP  is  seeking  to  clarify  its 
position  on  the  new  contract, 
following  Dr  Owen's  strong  words 
in  support  of  the  British  Pharmacists 
Association  recently. 

It  is  understood  the  SDP  is  not  happy 
with  the  way  the  meeting  was  exploited  by 
the  BPA,  and  is  now  distancing  itself 
somewhat  from  Dr  Owen's  remarks. 

A  number  of  pharmacists  have  written 
to  Dr  Owen  since.  In  the  reply  sent  out  the 
BPA  is  urged  to  form  itself  into  a 
democratic  body,  and  demonstrate  it  has 
the  level  of  support  it  claims.  If  it  can  do 
that  then  the  SDP  would  support  its  bid  for 
a  negotiating  role. 

The  SDP  is  not  happy  about  certain 
aspects  of  the  contract.  It  supports  the  idea 
of  rational  location,  but  questions  the 
system  by  which  it  is  being  introduced, 
and  particularly  what  is  meant  by 
"necessary  and  desirable."  The  guidelines 
are  "too  woolly". 

The  SDP  feels  a  comprehensive 
measure  covering  England,  Wales, 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  should  be 
introduced  by  the  Government  this 
session,  but  only  after  debate. 

Concern  is  also  expressed  about  the 


number  of  closures,  and  that  that  some 
areas  may  be  disadvantaged,  especially 
rural  localities.  The  SDP  is  sticking  to  the 
view  that  it  was  right  for  the  contract  to  fall 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  SDP  and  Liberal 
peers  voted  against  it  because  it  was  felt  to 
be  an  abuse  of  procedure. 

Astill  questions 
Dr  Owen  s  views 

National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  director,  Tim  Astill,  has 
written  to  SDP  leader  Dr  David 
Owen  expressing  his  concern  at  a 
statement  released  by  the  British 
Pharmacists  Association  in  which 
Dr  Owen  appears  to  endorse  their 
aims  (C&D  November  9). 

In  his  letter  Mr  Astill  suggests  the 
report  is  a  "gross  misrepresentation"  of  Dr 
Owen's  views. 

In  reply  to  Dr  Owen's  statement  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  does  not  fully  represent 
pharmacy,  Mr  Astill  says:  "The  PSNC  has 
never  claimed  to  be  representative  of 
pharmacy,  but  it  is,  by  any  objective 
criteria,  representative  of  Health  Service 
pharmacy  contractors  in  England  and 
Wales." 

He  goes  on:  "The  BPA(UK)  is  not 
representative  of  anyone.  Its  members  are 
few  (they  are  not  disclosing  how  many, 
which  is  significant)  and  they  have 
obtained  publicity  by  telling  lies.  For 
example,  they  have  at  various  times, 
proclaimed  that  the  new  contract  would 
result  in  the  closure  of  '100s,'  '2,000,' 
'3,000'  and  more  recently  '4,000' 
pharmacies!  In  their  most  recent  Press 
release  following  their  meeting  with  you, 
one  of  the  BPA(UK)  spokesman  has  gone 
even  further  and  said  that  the  new  contract 
'threatened  the  High  Street  chemists  with 
extinction.' 
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Dequacaine  is  now  the  fastest 
growing  sore  throat  product 
available. 

Just  12  months  after  launch 
Dequacaine  had  grabbed  a  hair- 
raising  7. 7%  share  of  the  market? 

It's  not  hard  to  explain  our 


success.  Quite  simply  there's  noj 
stronger  sore  throat  remedy 
available.  Anything  less  would  be 
hard  to  swallow. 

With  a  start  like  this  we  could 
have  rested  on  our  laurels. 

Instead  we  ll  be  following  up 
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with  a  consumer  support  package 
later  in  the  year.  And  we'll  continue 
to  back  Dequaeaine  with  colourful 
EO. S  display  material. 

So  if  our  competitors  hair  stood 
on  end  last  year,  next  year  they're 
going  to  be  tearing  it  out. 


FAST,  EFFECTIVE  RELIEF 
FOR  SEVERE  SORE  THROATS 


•  Powerful  Local  Anaesthetic 
•Combats  Bacterial  Infection 

•  Soothes  Irritation 


YOU  CANT  RECOMMEND 
A  STRONGER  SORE  THROAT  REMEDY, 


EAST  ANGLIAN  LPC  CONFERENCE 


Contract  hold-up:  PSNC 
points  the  finger 

Pharmacists  who  publicly  declare  that  their  NHS  dispensing 
income  amounts  to  no  more  than  3-5  per  cent  of  their  business 
turnover  must  not  be  allowed  to  determine  the  future  of  the 
profession,  according  to  David  Coleman,  vice-chairman  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee.  Defending 
the  new  contract  package  before  East  Anglian  contractors  last 
weekend,  he  said  he  was  sick  and  tired  of  hearing  certain 
arguments  against  it  and  called  on  the  Government  to 
introduce  the  whole  package  "Now!" 


Mr  Coleman  again  atttacked  the 
performance  of  the  Government  lawyers 
and  the  Government  for  their  September 
"U"  turn  on  the  contract,  as  well  as  Barney 
Hayhoe.  "Why  is  a  Minister  for  Health  who 
assures  us  that  we  have  his  wholehearted 
support  for  the  introduction  of  the  new 
contract  unable  to  persuade  sufficient 
noble  Lords  to  back  Government  policy  on 
the  Scottish  amendment's  third  reading?" 

The  present  increase  in  the  opening 
rate  of  pharmacies  could  be  applauded 
only  if  they  were  necessary  or  desirable, 
improved  the  pharmaceutical  service  and 
were  funded  out  of  an  increased  global 
sum.  Mr  Coleman  said  it  did  not  make 
sense  to  pay  pharmacies  with  just  4  per 
cent  of  NHS  turnover  four  times  the 
amount  the  average  pharmacy  was  paid  for 
dispensing  scripts.  "More  money  for 
pharmacy  must  go  where  it  is  needed." 

Mr  Coleman  said  there  must  be  a  point 
when  pharmacies,  whose  main  purpose 
was  to  provide  a  proper  pharmaceutical 
service,  should  be  encouraged  and 
rewarded.  "I  am  not  arguing  'for'  or 
against'  private  or  company.  I  am  not 
arguing  for  pure'  pharmacy.  I  am  arguing 
in  favour  of  those  pharmacists  whose 
objective  first  and  foremost  is  to  provide  a 
pharmaceutical  service." 

He  spoke  of  "an  extraordinary  alliance 
against  the  new  proposals".  The  BMA, 
which  was  understandably  concerned 
about  an  improved  pharmaceutical  service 
in  rural  areas;  the  large  companies  —  for 
many  of  whom  pharmacy  was  something  of 
a  sideline  —  because  it  might  restrict  their 
future  expansion  programme;  and  an 
amorphous  and  colourful  group  —  based 
on  some  offshore  island  —  who  feared  the 
consequences  of  a  distribution  of  income 
which  might  favour  those  dedicated  to 
NHS  work. 

Mr  Coleman  said  he  wanted  to  speak 
for  the  rest  —  proprietors;  pharmacists; 
pharmacists  in  small,  local  chains; 
pharmacists  in  co-ops,  and  pharmacists  in 
large,  national  companies.  "Isn't  it  about 


time  our  voice  was  heard?"  he  asked. 

"I've  seen  enough  of  leapfrogging.  I'm 
sick  and  tired  of  the  excuses  which  are 
brought  out  when  an  effort  is  made  to 
resolve  this  problem. 

"I'm  fed  up  with  being  told  how 
professional  pharmacy  is  in  other 
countries  by  the  same  people  who  defend 
the  laissez-faire  'dog  eat  dog'  attitude 
which  leads  to  lower  standards. 

"I'm  sick  of  spokesmen  for  large 
organisations  arguing  that  economic 
factors  alone  should  determine 
distribution  —  try  telling  that  to  a  man  with 
one  pharmacy  who  has  just  been 
leapfrogged. 

"I'm  tired  of  crocodile  tears  being  shed 
for  the  needs  of  rural  patients  —  yet  every 
excuse  is  being  found  to  prevent 


Mr  David  Coleman,  PSNC  vice-chairman 

improvements  in  the  service  to  them. 

"I  despair  of  a  Government  which  can 
negotiate  through  18  months  of  hard 
bargaining,  finally  agreeing  a  package 
and  then  allowing  last-minute  legal 
sabotage,  without  taking  any  steps  to 
mitigate  the  damage  done." 

Mr  Coleman  said  pharmacies  had  to 
shame  the  Government  into  living  up  to  its 
responsibilities:  "It  cannot  be  allowed  to 
slide  away  behind  a  smokescreen  of  legal 
arguments  and  pressure  of  Parliamentary 
business." 

He  said  he  was  developing  tunnel 
vision.  "I  am  not  prepared  to  negotiate 
those  parts  of  the  contract  unfavourable  to 
pharmacy.  I  am  not  prepared  to  see  the 
guidelines  watered  down  to  please  large 
companies.  I  want  the  package 
implimented  as  we  were  told  it  had  to  be  — 
as  a  package.  And  I  want  it  done  now." 


See  how  they 
would  close 

A  detailed  breakdown  of  how  if  sees 
pharmacy  closures  under  the 
proposed  new  contract  has  been 
given  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee. 

The  figures  are  as  follows :- 
Pharmacies  dispensing  less  than 
16,000  prescriptions  per  annum 


Less:  pharmacies  not  receiving  the 
BPA  who  would  have  received 
increased  remuneration  under 
the  new  proposals  say 

Less:  pharmacies  with  large  OTC 
turnover,  eg  Underwoods, 
other  multiples  and  London 
independents  say 

Potential  pharmacy  closures 


133 
350 


100 
250 


Less:  ESPS  pharmacies 


1,400 
187 


1.213 

Less:  pharmacies  whose 

remuneration  would  have 
been  reduced  by  less  than 
£1,000  per  annum  following  a 
7  per  cent  increase  in  1986/87 
—  per  attached  table 
10,800-16,000  prescriptions  = 
164+226  +  204+118+121  +  18 
=  850-120  EPOS  pharmacies 
in  those  bands  =  730 

483 


Mr  John  Taylor,  Suffolk  (right)  listening  to 
the  response  of  Alan  Smith,  chief 
executive  PSNC,  to  his  charge  that  its 
contract  publicity  had  been  poor  
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Flows  admitted 
in  PSNCs 
PR  Campaign 

PSNC  has  admitted  that  it  made  a 
mistake  in  not  combatting  earlier 
the  anti-contract  publicity 
orginating  from  the  British 
Pharmacists  Association. 

Explaining  the  difficulties  faced  by  the 
Committee  to  the  East  Anglian  conference 
vice-chairman  David  Coleman  said  it  was 
not  possible  for  PSNC,  or  himself,  to  make 
"wild  and  crazy"  claims  about  contractual 
matters  because  both  had  to  answer  to 
contractors  in  the  future.  And  chief 
executive  Alan  Smith  said  it  was  very  easy 
to  be  a  splinter  group  and  criticise  and 
exaggerate  the  facts  out  of  all  proportion. 
"But  you've  got  to  live  with  your  lies  for 
years  to  come  —  Churchill  called  them 
'terminological  inexactitudes'. 

"We  at  PSNC  made  a  mistake.  We 
thought  that  a  vociferous  splinter  group 
would  come  and  go  like  Counterpoint  — 
we  were  wrong.  And  we  were  wrong  not  to 
publicise  the  positive  aspects  of  our 
contract." 

Mr  Smith  said  that  because  PSNC  had 
been  fully  convinced  of  the  advantages  of 
the  contract  it  had  assumed  knowledge 
were  there  was  none.  PSNC  should  have 
mounted  heavier  PR,  not  to  fight  the  BPA 
—  that  would  have  given  them  credibility 
and  another  platform  to  fight  on,  he  said  — 
but  to  extol  the  virtues  of  the  new  contract. 

The  days  were  gone,  said  Mr  Smith, 
when  if  you  created  a  better  mouse  trap 

'Government  lacks 
resolve'  —  King 


PSNC  chief  executive  Alan  Smith  addres- 
ses the  conference. 


the  world  would  beat  a  path  to  your  door 
—  you  had  to  merchandise  it,  advertise  it, 
and  then  sell  it. 

Mr  John  Taylor  of  Suffolk  then 
endorsed  Mr  Smith's  view  of  PSNCs 
publicity  failure.  He  said  the  Committee 
had  ended  up  a  long  way  short  of  what  was 
on  offer  in  June  after  the  LPC  Conference. 
Then  pharmacy  had  a  new  contract,  now  it 
did  not.  Mr  Taylor  said  that,  in  his  view,  if 
the  Government  did  not  want  to  co-operate 
in  a  judicial  review  then  the  evidence  was 
that  it  was  firmly  against  the  new  contract 
and  there  was  chance  of  pharmacy 
getting  it. 

The  BPA  was  "knocking  spots"  off 
PSNC  in  the  media  field,  said  Mr  Taylor. 
They  had  beaten  PSNC  by  three  days  on 
"The  contract  is  dead"  story,  he  said.  The 
Minister  declared  it  was  dead  three  days 
after  publication  of  a  story  in  the  Daily 
Telegraph  —  something  smacked  of  inside 
information. 

Mr  Taylor  said  PSNCs  lack  of  response 
in  the  national  Press  had  horrified  him.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  get  the  public  on 
pharmacy's  side.  It  had  been  left  to  the 
BPA  to  claim  a  victory  over  the  "dirty 
doings"  of  PSNC. 


for  itself  as  well,"  he  said.  "The  resultant 
increase  in  the  number  of  pharmacies  will 
increase  the  cost  to  the  Exchequer  with  no 
increase  in  the  service  offered  to  patients. 
It  should  act  now  to  avoid  the  situation 
being  exacerbated." 

Mr  King  said  the  new  contract  was  not 
just  a  one-way  affair  —  it  represented  a 
step  forward  for  patients,  pharmacists  and 
Government  alike. 

And  he  rejected  any  accusations  of  self 
interest  by  PSNC  or  NPA  Committee 
members  in  promoting  the  contract.  "At 
the  NPA  we  are  charged  with  looking  after 
the  interest  of  all  our  members,  whether 
large  or  small.  Like  the  PSNC  we  are  a 
democratic  institution  elected  by  those 
whom  we  serve. 

"Of  course,  if  we  feared  there  would  be 
closures  on  a  massive  scale  we  would  not 
support  the  contract!  The  NPA  would 
suffer  a  large  reduction  in  its  membership 
and  would  not  condone  this." 


NPA  just  *pink' 
on  contract  

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  is  to  reaffirm  its  support 
for  the  new  contract  in  its  next  pink 
supplement  as  the  "most  important 
development  for  NHS  pharmacy  in 
the  since  its  inception."  It  says  it 
would  have  benefited  both 
pharmacists  and  patients  and 
should  have  had  the  support  of  the 
whole  profession. 

In  discussing  the  sudden  volte  lace  by 
the  Government,  the  NPA  describes  the 
"intensive  lobbying  by  Boots"  and  the 
opposition  from  other  multiples,  notably 
Underwoods,  as  "responsible  if  not 
misguided."  But  it  says  that  a  "tiny  minority 
of  contractors  have,  by  means  of  gross 
exaggeration,  if  not  downright  lies, 
succeeded  in  getting  column  inches  and 
air  time  out  of  ah  proportion  to  the  strength 
of  their  numbers  —  or  their  case.  The  NPA 
does  not  believe  that  any  Government 
minister  could  have  been  influenced  by 
such  "histrionics  and  hyperbole." 
□  The  NPA  has  produced  a  fact  sheet 
entitled  "Dispensing  health  service 
prescriptions  —  The  proposed  contract." 
Initially  intended  for  "selective" 
distribution  by  local  branch  NPA 
chairmen,  for  example,  it  gives  the 
background  leading  up  to  the  agreement 
of  terms  for  the  new  contract,  the  existing 
problems  and  how  the  contract  could  have 
gone  some  way  to  solving  these.  Copies 
will  be  available  from  the  NPA. 

"Pharmacists 
unite'  —  Unichem 

Unichem  is  calling  for  pharmacists 
to  unite  and  support  the  efforts  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  (PSNC)  to 
settle  the  new  NHS  contract 
question  or  face  the  possibility  of  an 
end  to  community  pharmacy. 

Chairman  David  Mair  says:  "As  a 
profession,  we  have  a  duty  of  care  to  the 
communities  we  serve.  Unless  the  new 
contract  is  successfully  implemented, 
areas  of  the  country  which  could  have  had 
a  community  pharmacy  to  look  after  their 
needs  will  be  deprived  of  one. 

"The  objective  of  the  new  terms  of 
contract  hammered  out  by  the  PSNC  is  not 
to  force  hapless  pharmacists  out  of 
business. .  .but  to  improve  the  service  that 
our  profession  gives  to  communities..." 


The  lack  of  resolution  shown  by  the 
Government  in  its  failure  to  bring  in 
a  new  contract  on  October  1 ,  has 
resulted  in  a  debacle,  presenting 
both  the  profession  and  the 
Department  of  Health  with  the 
worst  possible  state  of  affairs. 

Many  of  the  avalanche  of  contract 
applications  precipitated  by  the  prospect 
of  limited  entry  would  not  have  been 
awarded  under  regulations  agreed 
between  the  DHSS  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  according  to  Mr  Joe  King,  one 
of  the  regional  members  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association. 

"The  Government  has  caused 
problems  not  only  for  the  profession  but 
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Decision  on  HD 
appeal  before 
Christmas 

After  three  days  of  legal  argument, 
the  Appeal  Court  has  reserved 
judgment  in  an  appeal  challenging 
a  decision  of  Mr  Justice  Taylor  last 
June  in  favour  of  importers  of  brand- 
name  drugs  and  medicines. 
Judgment  is  expected  before  the 
end  of  the  present  legal  term  on 
December  20. 

The  appeal  by  Social  Services 
Secretary,  Norman  Fowler,  was  against  a 
ruling  that  the  high  discount  scheme 


introduced  last  January  for  reimbursing 
chemists  dispensing  medicines  and  other 
pharmaceutical  products  on  prescription, 
was  unlawful. 

The  trial  judge  ruled  that  the  two-tier 
system  was  in  breach  of  Article  30  of  the 
EEC  Treaty  because  it  wrongly  restricted 
imports. 

Bomore  Medical  Supplies  Ltd,  of 
Borough,  South  East  London  and 
Eurochem  Ltd  based  in  Andover,  Hants, 
had  complained  that  the  discount  system 
discriminated  against  importers  because  it 
obliged  them  to  sell  products  at  much 
lower  prices  than  was  profitable  or  forced 
them  to  increase  their  prices  to  a  point 
where  they  lost  their  competitive  edge. 

The  three  judges  hearing  the  appeal 
are  headed  by  Sir  John  Donaldson,  Master 
of  the  Rolls. 


GP  computer 
trial  success 

Most  doctors  and  staff  taking  part  in 
a  year's  trial  of  microcomputers  in 
general  practice  thought  the 
systems  worthwhile  and  wished  to 
maintain  or  expand  their  use. 

The  systems  were  installed  in  some  150 
practices,  involving  600  doctors  and  1,000 
ancillary  stall.  The  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  met  half  the  cost  of  installing 
the  systems,  the  whole  cost  of  training  and 
maintenance  for  the  first  three  years  and 
gave  grants  towards  the  cost  of  converting 
records  during  the  first  year. 

The  benefits  of  computerisation  were 
seen  mainly  in  patient  registration  and 
repeat  prescribing,  where  four  out  of  five 
doctors  thought  gains  had  been  made. 
Three-quarters  of  the  practices  also  used 
the  computers  for  recall  or  screening 
procedures,  such  as  rubella  vaccination, 
cervical  smears  or  identifying  patients  on 
particular  drugs. 

According  to  a  report  on  the  trial, 
published  last  week  by  the  DHSS,  about  80 
per  cent  of  doctors  and  70  per  cent  of  staff 
thought  the  computer  had  simplified  the 
job  of  issuing  repeat  prescriptions, 
although  in  some  practices  the  procedure 
took  longer  after  computerisation. 

More  systematic  procedures  for  issuing 
repeats  should  lead  to  safer  prescribing, 
the  report  says,  although  there  was  no 
concrete  evidence  of  this  because  no 
external  clinical  assessment  was  possible. 
Two-thirds  of  the  doctors  and  40  per  cent 
of  staff  believed  the  computer  to  be  safer, 
but  over  one  quarter  of  doctors  said  they 
checked  the  repeat  prescriptions  less  than 
before.  In  some  practices, 
computerisation  encouraged  the  review  of 
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repeat  medication. 

The  figures  examined  showed  no 
significant  changes  in  prescribing  costs 
but  many  practices  would  not  have  had 
enough  time  to  make  full  use  of  its 
computer  faculties  for  repeat  prescribing. 
A  number  of  practices  initiated  full  or 
partial  generic  prescribing. 

Computerisation  was  not  without  its 
problems.  About  two-thirds  of  doctors  and 
staff  had  experienced  difficulties  with  the 
systems  and  with  the  changes  in  working 
methods  needed.  General  Practice 
Computing,  Evaluation  of  the  "Micros  lor 
GPs'  scheme:  Final  report  (HMSO 
£6.85)." 

Limited  list 
a  disaster 

A  protest  by  Roland  Boyes  (Lab) 
that  the  limited  list  is  proving  to  be 
a  disaster  was  rejected  by  Social 
Services  Secretary  Norman  Fowler 
in  the  Commons  last  week. 

Disputing  the  minister's  repeated 
claims  that  the  operation  was  working 
well,  Mr  Boyes  mentioned  that  it  was 
causing  grave  anxiety  to  patients  and 
doctors. 

He  also  said  that  the  volume  of 
complaints  was  so  large  that  the  Minister 
could  not  deal  with  them  in  a  period  of  less 
than  three  months.  Mr  Fowler  retorted  that 
Mr  Boyes  made  a  complete  mis-statement 
of  the  position. 

"Despite  early  controversy  the  selected 
list  has  settled  down,  is  working  well  and  is 
producing  sensible  savings."  He 
confirmed  that  the  savings  in  the  drugs  bill 
are  expected  to  reach  the  estimated  figure 
of  £75m. 


PIP  beats  EAN 
to  the  post 

Resources  to  utilise  EAN  bar  codes 
in  the  front  shop  are  likely  to  remain 
beyond  the  means  of  the  average 
retail  pharmacy  for  the  f orseeable 
future,  according  to  Mr  Brian 
Dosser,  administrator  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical 
Association's  Pharmaceutical 
Interface  Products  Code  (PIP  Code).  I 

Speaking  at  an  Institute  of  Packaging  > 
seminar  last  week,  Mr  Dosser  noted  that 
even  Boots  —  who  intend  to  "go  live"  with  i 
EAN  at  their  Peterborough  store  next  year 
—  have  already  accepted  that  bar-coding  : 
of  some  products  is  not  physically 
practical.  "They  have  conceded  that 
cosmetic  companies  may  use  an  article 
number  which  need  not  necessarily  be  in 
bar-coded  form,"  he  said. 

Explaining  the  "available  now" 
advantages  of  PIP  Code,  Mr  Dosser 
acknowledged  that  the  technology  for  both 
reading  and  printing  bar  codes  has 
improved  enormously,  but  said  that  file 
maintenance  remains  an  "administrative 
nightmare"  since  only  the  manufacturer 
can  allocate  an  EAN  code.  Keeping 
abreast  of  new  products,  product 
deletions,  pack  changes,  size  changes  and 
the  allocation  of  codes  to  unmarked 
products  is  the  main  difficulty,  but  PIP 
Code  offers  a  solution  in  that  it  is  centrally 
allocated,  has  its  own  computer  masterfile, 
and  changes  are  published  weekly  in 
Chemist  &  Druggist. 

Mr  Dosser  urged  manufacturers  to 
include  the  code  on  their  products.  It  need 
not  be  in  bar  form  because  of  the  limited 
number  of  pharmacies  likely  to  adopt  use 
of  light  pens,  but  where  pharmacy  was  the 
major  outlet,  that  too  would  be  "a  nice 
touch  showing  your  heart  is  in  the  right 
place,"  he  said. 

So  far,  PIP  Code  had  found  its  widest 
application  in  ethicals  ordering  and, 
again,  a  fundamental  advantage  was  the 
fact  that  it  was  "published",  said  Mr  Dosser. 
And  should  plans  to  computerise  pricing 
of  NHS  prescriptions  come  to  fruition  — 
with  code  and  batch  printed  on  a  peelable 
label  —  Mr  Dosser  thought  PIP  Code 
should  be  considered  seriously  for  the 
purpose. 

Not  only  did  it  cover  all  medicines  in 
the  Drug  Tariff,  but  there  were  codes  for 
generics,  he  concluded. 

The  seminar  also  heard  speakers 
supporting  the  use  of  EAN  codes  in  the 
hospital  service.  A  similar  view  came  from 
Boots  who  last  year  warned  their  suppliers 
to  bar  code  with  EAN  by  1986. 
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JUST  FOR 
THE  RECORD- 

W Legal  advice  about  our  powers  was  and  is  the  only 
reason  for  our  decision  and  any  suggestion  other- 
wise is  absolute  and  total  nonsense . . . 

Some  of  those  who  did  not  approve  of  the  terms  of 
the  contract  may  try  to  suggest  otherwise,  but  they  are 
indulging  in  pure  play  acting  and  make  believe 

ii  Others  have  suggested  that  the  PSNC  has  somehow7 

^  ^  ceased  to  represent  contractors.  I  am  perfectly  well 
aware  that  the  PSNC  has  been  the  recognised  negotiating 
body  for  many  years.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  general  feeling 
that  the  PSNC  should  be  replaced  by  some  other  body. 
The  PSNC  remains  the  recognised  negotiating 

body 

il  The  Government  has  no  wish  to  withdraw  from  the 

>  \  new  contract.  It  has  no  intention  of  withdrawing 

from  the  new  contract . . . 

The  new  contract  is  signed  and  sealed  and  will  be 

delivered  A  A 

77       BARNEY  HAYHOE 

W  HealthMinister,Novemberll,1985 

Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee 
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TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

by  Xroyser 


Drug  side  effects 
in  new  ad'  code 

The  new  British  Code  of  Advertising 
Practice  bans  claims  that 
alternative  medicines  are  safe  or 
without  side  effects. 

This  is  an  additional  requirement  since 
the  last  code  was  published  in  1979.  It 
covers  non-allopathic  products  such  as 
herbal,  homoeopathic,  biochemic  and 
anthroposophic  remedies,  for  which 
advertising  claims  "will  be  assessed  in  the 
light  of  expert  opinion  within  these  fields 
and  having  regard  to  the  medium  in  which 
the  advertisement  is  published."  The 
preview  code  stipulated  that  advertising 
for  non-orthodox  products  should  not 
claim  superiority  over  orthodox  products. 
The  new  code  comes  into  effect  on  January 
1,  1986. 

A  revised  section  on  vitamins  and 
minerals  gives  more  details  on  the  claims 
that  can  be  made  for  dietary  supplements. 
Advertisements  should  avoid  any 
suggestion  that  supplements  can  take  the 
place  of  a  full  and  nutritionally  balanced 
diet  and  that,  except  in  certain  categories 
of  people,  supplements  are  necessary  to 
avoid  dietary  deficiency;  that  supplements 
can  enhance  normal  good  health  or,  when 
added  to  a  balanced  diet,  can  provide  any 
therapeutic  benefit  to  those  in  good  health; 
or  that  the  addition  of  a  supplement  to  the 
diet  will  enhance  good  looks,  elevate  mood 
or  increase  performance. 

Among  the  ten  categories  of  people 
listed  as  possibly  requiring  vitamin 
supplements  are  those  who  regularly  eat 
nutritionally  inadequate  meals,  women  of 
child-bearing  age  who  may  need 
appropriate  supplements  such  as  iron, 
lactating  women,  and  pregnant  women 
who  have  been  professionally  advised  to 
take  supplements. 

The  code  is  published  by  the  CAP 
Committee,  Brook  House,  2  Torringion 
Place,  London  WC1E7HN. 


"One  in  the  eye' 

Two  Parliamentary  motions  have 
been  laid  calling  for  the  abolition  of 
the  Draize  eye  irritancy  test. 

Both  motions  urge  the  Government  to 
"ensure  that  this  barbaric  activity  is 
brought  to  and  end  as  quickly  as  possible 
and  alternative  methods  of  testing  are 
found  to  end  this  cruelty  to  animals." 

The  motions  have  been  signed  by  17 
MPs,  and  come  shortly  before  new 
legislation  to  replace  the  Cruelty  to 
Animals  Act  1876,  is  due  to  be  introduced. 


Like  a  loan? 
Where  to  go... 

Thinking  of  opening  a  pharmacy?  Good 
site.  Near  a  decent  GP  practice.  On  a  busy 
road.  Great!  What?  It's  between  the 
surgery  and  another  established 
pharmacy.  Never  mind,  there's  no  new 
contract  to  worry  about,  just  run  along  to 
us,  your  friendly  independent 
wholesaler... Unichem.  If  it's  a  sound 
business  proposition,  yes,  well  finance 
you.  The  other  shop  is  a  Unichem  shop? 
Let's  not  quibble  too  much  about  him.  He 
may  spend  £15,000  a  month,  but  when  you 
get  going  we  would  look  for  £20,000  a 
month! 

As  Mr  Dodd  says,  Unichem  represent 
the  best  interests  of  all  independents  — 
after  all  who  owns  Unichem?  That's  right, 
the  members.  You  pays  your  money  chaps, 
but  may  not  always  have  the  choice  you 
thought.  I  suggest  you  do  something  about 
this  particular  change  of  policy  which  I 
think  is  unacceptable  in  a  members'  co- 
operative. 


What's  in  a 
name? 


It  looks  as  though  the  BPA  —  British 
Pharmacists  Association  (UK)  —  thinks 
there  is  more  than  I  can  see.  They  want  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  to  change  its  name, 
presumably  because  it  uses  the  word 
"pharmaceutical"  which  it  seems  to  think 
should  only  be  used  by  individual 
pharmacists. 

My  understanding  is  the  title  of  the 
Committee  refers  to  to  its  reason  for 
existing,  which  is  to  negotiate  on  behalf  of 
NHS  contractors  who  operate  pharmacies, 
the  terms  under  which  they  will  provide 
pharmaceutical  services.  This  same 
descriptive  term  is  used  by  Government 
and  Family  Practitioner  Committees  in 
dealings  with  doctors  who  may  wish  to 
dispense  medicines.  I'm  glad  I  didn't  give 
the  BPA,  in  its  previous  incarnation  as  the 
PAC,  any  of  my  money  to  waste  on  such 
ludicrous  semantics. . . 


...and  finally  the 
BPA's  proposals 

The  BPA  has  finally  published  its  ideas  of 
what  the  ideal  contract  should  be  like. 
Nothing  wrong  with  that,  nor  is  there 
anything  new  in  what  they  propose. 


We  have  all  been  tossing  these 
identical  "ideal  state"  propositions  around 
for  years.  Personally  I  think  the  contract 
should  only  be  made  with  the  pharmacist, 
so  our  profession  should  become 
independent  of  companies  which  view  the 
provision  of  pharmaceutical  services 
solely  as  a  potentially  profitable 
investment. 

But  without  being  unkind,  the 
economic  arguments  in  favour  of  this  ideal 
state  are  not  so  easy  to  advance  in  a  way 
guaranteed  to  produce  instant  conversion 
of  a  capitalist,  doctrinaire  government. 

The  BPA's  leaders  seem  surprisingly 
hard  of  hearing  when  it  comes  to  listening 
to  what  Government  spokesmen  have  been 
telling  us,  loud  and  clear.  The  Department 
of  Health  dosen't  like  the  Basic  Practice 
Allowance.  It  is  determined  to  get  rid  of 
what  it  sees  as  an  unnecessary  feather- 
bedding  of  uneconomic  contractors, 
which  is  being  mis-used  as  a  negative 
factor  to  discourage  would-be 
leapfroggers. 

But  to  be  serious.  I'd  love  to  see  what 
they  suggest  put  into  practice.  I'd  love  to 
have  a  gin  palace  moored  on  the 
Med... and  a  castle  in  Spain,  too.  What  a 
pity  that  what  we  want  and  what  we  are 
likely  to  get  seem  so  far  apart. 


Pendulum 
pendulee 


Hospital  salaries.  I  remember  clearly  how  I 
came  to  leave  the  hospital  service.  It 
followed  the  realisation  that  the  porter  was 
earning  more  than  I  was  as  senior 
pharmacist  and,  additionally,  that  he  was 
receiving  substantial  overtime  for  covering 
the  extra  services  I  was  required  to  give 
free.  Not  only  that,  I  was  unable  to  get  a 
mortgage  to  buy  the  house  we  wanted,  one 
which  could  only  be  described  as  a 
standard  "semi." 

I  took  a  job  in  a  scruffy  retail 
establishment  for  a  third  more  than  my 
NHS  wage  and,  reluctantly  at  first,  learned 
skills  beyond  the  specialist  confines  of  my 
past  employment. 

There  were  times,  subsequently,  when 
I  regretted  the  move  —  particularly  when 
the  salaries  were  finally  reviewed  and  men 
with  responsibilities  were  properly 
rewarded  in  the  hospital  services.  But  it 
was  too  good  to  last  as  we  now  see  it. 

We  see  again  departments  having  to 
sweat  their  labour  in  attempting  to  cover 
the  shortfalls  of  qualified  staff  caused  by 
inadequate  pay.  It  is  a  great  pity  there  is 
not  a  fair  long-term  salary  structure  which 
could  attract  and  retain  pharmacists  of 
high  calibre  for  the  hospital  services.  This 
pendulum  effect  is  so  damaging. 
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WISDOM 

WDIRECTO 


WISDOM      WISDOM  WISDON 

QUEST  QUES1 

STRAIGHT  HANDLE  STRAIGHT  HANDLE  STRAIGHT  HAND 


This  is  the  dlstir 
Wisdom  Quest. 

Wisdom 
are  six  different 


Each  one  is  th 
customer  war 
mouth,  with  c< 


pack  design  for  a  unique  new  range  of  toothbrushes 

it  provides  a  toothbrush  for  every  type  of  mouth.  There 
les  in  the  range: 
jht-handied  with  flat  trim. 
?-headed  with  concave  trim, 
t  of  painstaking  research  into  exactly  what  the 
a  toothbrush.  Angled  heads  to  reach  all  areas  of  the 
trim  to  clean  along  the  gum-line.  Straight  handles  and 


; 

c 

oose,  exactly  the  right  brush. 

| 


onty 


-  vis 


MM 


Good  looking  —  hard  selling  and  practic 
These  two  display  stands  will  create  a  re 
impact  in  your  store.  "The  maximum  amount 
product  display  in  the  minimum  floor  spac 
(7:1  selling  to  floor  area  ratio)  that's  what  you  g 
with  the  Lady  Jayne  spinner  stand.  Not  to  be  ol 
done  Miss  Jayne  features  a  concise  range  of  h<| 
fashions  on  this  attractive  and  colourful  count! 
spinner  unit. 

Make  Standing  Room  for  Extra  Profit  with  til 
No.  1  in  hair  fashions. 

miss °  6 
jayne. 


miss 
jayne 


Miss  Jayne  1745  Counter  Stand; 


Lady  Jayne  1 J00101  Spinner  Stand 


Conjuvac 
injection 

lanufacturer  Dome/Hollister-Stier, 
trawberry  Hill,  Newberry  RG13  1JA 
>escription  Conjuvac  initial  treatment  set 
ontains  12  colour  coded  unit  dose  vials  of 
llergen  extracts  of  various  strengths,  and 
2  x2ml  ampoules  of  Water  for  Injections 
iP  for  reconstitution  of  the  unit  dose  vials, 
laintenance  treatment  sets  for  seasonal 
Uergies  consist  of  4  top  strength  vials,  4 
mpoules  of  Water  for  Injection  BP, 
laintenance  treatment  sets  for  perennial 
Uergies  consist  of  10  top  strength  vials,  10 
mpoules  of  Water  for  Injection  BP.  Full 
istructions  for  use  are  provided, 
tees  Immunotherapy  of  patients  sensitive 
)  specific  allergens.  There  is  an 
quivalent  diagnostic  solution  (Alpha-Test) 
)r  each  Conjuvac  allergen  extract.  They 
re  prepared  from  common  source 
laterials  ie  grass  pollens,  house  dust  mite, 
'osage  Immunotherapy  should  begin 
ith  an  initial  treatment  set  and  be 
ontinued  with  maintenance  treatment 
its.  It  is  recommended  that  treatment  is 
iven  for  threj  consecutive  years, 
easonal  allergies  should  be  treated  pre- 
5asonaUy.  For  perennial  allergies,  initial 
ljection  of  perennial  allergens  can  begin 
[  any  time  of  the  year  and  should  be 
>llowed  by  maintenance  injections.  For 
ill  dosage/administration  details  and 
:hedule  see  Data  Sheet, 
bntraindications  It  is  inadvisable  to 
iminister  Conjuvac  during  pregnancy.  It 
lould  not  be  administered  during  an 
sthmatic  attack  or  during  a  febrile  illness, 
recautions  Conjuvac  should  not  be 
ljected  intravenously.  Adrenaline 
ljection  BP  should  always  be  available 
hen  administering  any  immunotherapy, 
allowing  each  injection  patients  should 
e  detained  in  the  surgery  for  at  least  30 
linutes,  and  advised  against  taking 
renuous  exercise,  hot  baths,  sauna,  or 
pplying  any  form  of  heat  locally  to  the 
ljection  site  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
must  always  be  determined  whether  any 
saction  occurred  after  the  previous 
ljection  before  administering  the  next 
tie. 

ide  effects/adverse  reactions  As  with  all 
irms  of  immunotherapy  local  reactions  or 
rstemic  reactions  may  occur.  For  full 
etails  see  Data  Sheet.  Often  some  itching 
nd  redness  at  the  injection  site, 
harmaceutical  precautions  Proper 
5eptic  precautions  should  be  taken 
uring  reconstitution.  Unreconstituted 
ophilised  material  does  not  require 
sfrigeration  but  should  be  stored  in  a  cool 
ry  place.  Vigorous  handling  or  shaking 
uring  reconstitution  may  result  in 


foaming  and  once  reconstituted  Conjuvac 
must  be  used  within  12  hours. 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  November  1985 


Sterwin 

The  Sterling  Winthrop  Group  are 
launching  a  range  of  prescription  generics 
through  a  new  division,  Sterwin  Medicines- 

The  prescription  generic  range  to  be 
sold  by  the  Sterling  Health  sales  force  will 
comprise  paracetamol  100,  500,  1,000, 
2,500,  5,000;  aspirin  500;  co-codamol  100, 
500,  1,000;  co-codamol  dispersible  60. 

The  company  is  operating  a  parcel  size 
point  system  on  which  discounts  are 
dependent.  Sterwin  Medicines,  Sterling 
Winthrop  House,  Onslow  Street, 
Guildford,  Surrey  GUI  4YS. 

BRIEFS 

Agarol  Emulsion:  The  170ml  bottle  has 
been  replaced  by  a  200ml  bottle  (£1.69 
rsp).  Warner  Lambert  Health  Care, 
Mitchell  House,  Southampton  Road, 
Eastleigh,  Hants  S05  5RY. 
Cam  bronchodilator  mixture  has  had  the 
tartrazine  colouring  agent  removed.  This 
has  resulted  in  a  slight  change  of  colour. 
Rybar  Laboratories  Ltd,  29  Hill  Avenue, 
Amersham,  Bucks  HP65BX. 

Pholcomed-D  linctus:  The  DHSS  has 
approved  a  "sell  out"  period  of  old  stock 
labelled  Pholcomed  diabetic  linctus,  up 
until  December  1.  Medo  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  Schwarz  House,  East  Street, 
Chesham,  Bucks. 

Berk  Pharmaceutical:  have  added 
amoxycillin  capsules  and  ibuprofen  tablets 
to  their  generics  range.  Amoxycillin 
capsules  250mg  (100  capsules  £16.55), 
500mg  (100  capsules  £33.10).  Ibuprofen 
tablets  200mg  (500  tablets  £8.00)  400mg 
(250  tablets  £7.75).  All  prices  basic  NHS. 
Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Leonards 
Road,  Eastbourne,  Sussex  BN21  3YE. 
Duphar  are  introducing  revised  coding  on 
three  products,  which  will  be  introduced 
as  new  batches  become  available. 
Duvadian  Retard  capsules  imprinted 
"Duphar  133";  Sere  8mg  tablets  with 
"Duphar"  on  one  face  and  "256"  on  the 
reverse,  and  Duphaston  lOmg  tablets  with 
"Duphar"  on  one  face  and  a  scoreline  with 
"155"  on  each  half  of  the  reverse.  Duphar 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Gaters  Hill,  West  End, 
Southampton  S03  3JD. 
Philcodine  linctus:  May  &  Baker  have 
introduced  azo  dye  free  linctus  complying 
with  the  "Open  Formula"  monograph 
published  in  Amendment  no  5  to  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  1980.  Introductory 
prices  are  available.  May  &  Baker  Ltd, 
Dagenham,  Essex  RM107XS. 


Running  up  to 
Christmas 

A  pre-Christmas  advertising  campaign 
started  this  week  in  support  of  Leo 
Laboratories'  OTC  indigestion  and 
diarrhoea  remedies,  Opas  and  Opazimes. 

Centred  on  national  tabloids  such  as 
The  Daily  Mail,  Sunday  Mirror  and 
Sunday  Express,  the  campaign  represents 
the  first  phase  in  a  £0.4m  1986  advertising 
campaign  for  the  Leo  OTC  range. 

For  Opas  and  Opazimes,  the  New  Year 
campaign  will  advertise  on  Intasun  travel 
wallets,  and  Chemiscan. 

Coinciding  with  their  pre-Christmas 
campaign,  Leo  are  offering  bonus  deals  to 
pharmacists  placing  orders  for  Opas  and 
Opazimes  during  November  and 
December.  Leo  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Longwick  Road,  Princes  Risborough, 
Aylesbury,  Bucks  HP17  9RR . 

Aseptic  response 
from  Germolene 

Beecham  have  decided  they  are  to 
relaunch  their  Germolene  range 
according  to  a  report  in  Marketing  Week. 

The  magazine  said  the  relaunch  would 
include  a  reformulated  product  and  new 
packaging,  centred  on  Germolene  cream 
and  ointment  and  that  was  to  be  backed  by 
"extensive"  advertising. 

However,  the  story  was  described  as 
"totally  inaccurate"  by  Peter  Glynn-Iones, 
general  manager  of  Beecham  Proprietary 
Medicines.  "The  inference  that 
Germolene  had  been  destocked  by 
chemists  was  totally  untrue,  as  was -the 
speculation  on  product  development  and 
advertising  plans,"  he  told  C&D.  "We  are 
continually  reviewing  all  our  brands  and 
will  announce  our  plans  for  Germolene  at 
the  appropriate  time."  Beecham 
Proprietaries  Medicines,  Beecham 
House,  Great  West  Road,  Brentlord, 
Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 


Making  it  Clear 

Nicholas  Kiwi  are  supporting  Aspro  Clear 
with  a  £900,000  advertising  campaign. 

A  new  television  commercial  will  be 
screened  nationally  from  December 
through  to  February,  while  a  women's 
Press  campaign  will  run  through  to  March 
in  the  major  monthlies  and  weeklies. 
Nicholas  Kiwi  division  of  Nicholas 
Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough, 
Berks. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Flash  offer  from 
ICML  for  Xmas 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd  are 
continuing  their  offer  to  independent 
chemists  of  a  free  electric  corkscrew  with 
£186.35  worth  of  flash  during  December. 

Consumer  savings  for  the  month  will 
feature  on  Nusoft  all-in-one  toddler  size 
60s;  Terry  nappies;  Sunpure  decaffeinated 
coffee;  baby  oil;  bath  sponges;  baby  bath; 
baby  powder;  baby  lotion;  baby  shampoo 
250ml;  toilet  sponges;  baby  cream;  pull-on 
pants  3s;  Nuhome  washing-up  liquid; 
fabric  softner;  aluminium  foil;  marble 
sponges;  pine  disinfectant;  all  purpose 
cloths  5s;  Hanx  Mansize  tissues;  kitchen 
towels;  cotton  buds;  bleach;  floor  and  wall 
cleaner;  cream  cleanser;  150s  tissues; 
baby  sponges  and  toilet  tissue. 

Bonuses  are  available  on  all  these 
products  as  well  as  on  Nusoft  minipads  and 
sanitary  towels,  Nucross  tablet  cartons  and 
medicated  pastilles.  Independent 
Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51  Boreham 
Road,  Warminster,  Wilts  BA12  9JU . 

Dreamland  for 
Physiopads  

Dreamland  are  running  a  special  offer  to 
the  chemist  trade  during  the  launch  of 
their  new  Physiopads  range.  The  retail 
price  for  each  pad  is  £24.95,  and  until  the 
end  of  December,  Dreamland  are  offering 
one  free  Physiopad  for  every  starter  pack 
of  8  mixed  units.  Dreamland  Electrical 
Appliances  pic,  Hythe,  Southampton. 

Paracetamol 
for  toddlers 

Bristol-Meyers  Ltd  have  introduced 
paracetamol  tablets  for  children  with 
Angiers  Junior  Paracetamol. 

The  company  claims  it  is  the  first 
paracetamol  tablet  specially  formulated 
for  children,  and  contains  125mg 
paracetamol.  It  joins  Angiers  Junior 
Aspirin  as  an  alternative  analgesic  for  all 
minor  child  ailments. 

The  peach-flavoured,  chewable  tablet 
can  be  easily  crushed  and  is 
recommended  as  suitable  for  babies  as 
young  as  three  months.  Angiers  will  be 
supported  by  advertisements  in  Parents, 
Mother,  Health  Visitor,  and  Primary 
Health  Care  magazines  this  Winter  and,  in 
1986,  with  a  free  consumer  offer.  Bristol 
Myers  Company  Limited,  Swakeleys 
House,  Milton  Road,  Ikenham,  Uxbridge. 


A  gift  from  Roc 

Roc  counter  promotions  for  the  Autumn 
and  Winter  period  include  a  free  gift  of  a 
60ml  eye  make-up  remover  lotion  with 
each  compact  facial  cleanser  presented 
together  in  a  white  carrier  carton.  A 
counter  merchandiser  which  holds  12 
packs  is  available  and  the  packs  retail  at 
£7.95  which  is  the  regular  retail  price  for 
the  cleanser  from  January  1986  when  the 
promotion  is  scheduled  for  delivery. 

Under  the  theme  of  essential  Winter 
skin  care,  Roc's  moisturising  lipscreen, 
vitamin  cream,  and  super-rich  cold  cream 
will  be  supplied  with  consumer  leaflets 
with  advice  on  skincare.  A  merchandiser 
holding  six  of  each  cream  and  12  lipscreen 
is  also  available.  The  promotion  is  for 
January  1986  delivery. 

A  counter  merchandiser  is  being  used 
to  promote  hypo-allergenic  products  for 
sensitive  eyes.  The  unit  holds  six  eye-make 
up  remover  lotions,  12  automatic  mascaras 
and  a  mascara  tester.  The  products  retail 
at  their  regular  price  and  the  unit  is  for 
immediate  delivery.  Roc  Laboratories  UK 
Ltd,  Avis  Way,  Newhaven,  Sussex. 


Pino  move 

The  men's  grooming  range  Pino  Silvestre 
will  from  December  1  be  distributed  by 
Victor  Mens  Toiletries  Ltd,  153  Shepherds 
Bush  Centre,  London  W128PP. 


Nappy  and  free 

Peaudouce  are  running  a  consumer  offer 
on  their  economy  11  range  of  Babyslips. 

On-pack  stickers  reveal  that  with  Maxi 
48  there  are  four  nappies  free,  80  pack 
mini  —  ten  free,  super  60  —  six  free,  and 
on  the  42  pack  extra  —  two  free.  The  offer 
will  run  while  stocks  last.  Peaudouce  (UK) 
Ltd,  Rye  Road,  Hoddeson,  Herts  Ell  0EL. 


Illuminating 
advert 

The  Durabeam  range  will  receive  its  first 
television  advertising  this  month. 

A  £350,000  six  week  campaign  broke 
this  week  in  London,  Central,  Granada, 
Yorkshire,  STV,  TVS  and  Anglia  regions, 
with  a  20  second  commerical  featuring  the 
work  torch  and  two  ten  second 
commercials  illuminating  the  pocket  and 
tough  torches.  Duracell  (UK)  Ltd, 
Duracell  House,  Church  Road,  Lawheld 
Heath,  Crawley,  West  Sussex  RH11  0PQ. 

Pond's  all-year 
splash  

Chesebrough  Pond's  are  promoting  their 
Pond's  Cream  and  Cocoa  Butter  range 
with  a  consumer  offer. 

A  mini-leaflet  called  "All-year  round 
skincare  from  Pond's"  will  be  banded  to  all 
sizes  of  Pond's  Cream  and  Cocoa  Butter 
skin  softening  lotion  and  cream.  It 
incorporates  a  25p-off  coupon  for  the 
lotion,  creme  bath  with  cocoa  butter  and 
all  the  Pond's  creams.  Chesebrough- 
Pond'sLtd,  PO  Box  242,  Consort  House, 
Victoria  Street,  Windsor,  Berks  SL4 1EX. 


GTV  Grampian 

U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B  Border 

G  Granada 

(central) 

CCenlral 

A  Anglia 

Y  Yorkshire 

CTV  Channel  Islands 

TSW  Soulh  Wesl 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

LWT  London  Weekend 

TTV  Thames  Televisi 

on   TVS  South 

C4  Channel  4 

Bl  TV-am 

TTTyneTees 

ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


Actifed  Compound  linctus  and  expectorant: 

All  areas  except  U,Bt 
Alacite  Plus:  U,TTV,C4 
Askit  powders:  STV 
Beecham  hot  lemon:  All  areas  except  Bt 

Benylin  expectorant:  All  areas 

Benylin  paediatric:  Y,C 
Complete  Care:  G,Y,TSW 
Crookes  Strepsils:  All  areas  except  CTV,Bt 
Dixcel:  All  areas 

Duracell:  All  areas 


Faberge  Fleurs  Du  Monde:  G,C,TVS,TTV 
Clairol  foot  spa:  TTV,C4 
Gold  Seal  batteries:  All  areas 

Hills  balsam  and  pastilles:  G,Y,TTV,C4 
Hustler  grooming  range:  LWT 
Jerome  hair  and  body  glitter:  Bt 
Karvol  capsules:  All  areas 

Lister ine:  All  areas 

Nana:  Y 
Nurofen:  All  areas  except  CTV.Bt 

OUofUloy:  TTV,C4 
Perfect  Colour  by  Cutex:  All  areas 

Poly  Foam:  C4 
Resolve:  All  areas  except  Bt 

Ribena:  All  areas 

Sanatogen  vitamins:  All  areas 

Sinex:  All  areas  except  U,CTV,LWT,Bt 

Sinutab:  All  areas 

Ulay  cleanser:  GTV,STV,B,G,Y,C,A,HTV 
Vaporub:  All  areas  except  U,CTV,LWT,C4,Bt 
Yardley  White  Satin:  All  areas 
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A  REMINDER  TO  ALL 
RETAILERS 

CHRISTMAST.V-  BONANZA 
CONTINUES 

£1/2  MILLION  SPEW 

BETW&NJ*^1^  

CAPITALIZE  ON  THIS  PEAK  GIFT  PURCHASE  PERIOD 
AND  GIVE  MAXIMUM  DISPLAY  TO 

•  WHITE  SATIN  -  The  newest  YARDLEY  Fragrance 

•  LACE 

•  PURE  SILK,  CHIQUE  and  ESP 

•  SWEET  PEA  and  ENGLISH  FINE  COLOGNE 

•  Perfumed  Floral  TALC  and 

HAND  &  BODY  LOTION  DECANTERS 

•  Perfumed  Floral  SOAPS  in  TINS 

•  GOLD  and  BLACK  LABEL 

•  JOVAN  Brands 

•  Beautifully  packed  Gift  Sets 

Trust  YARDLEY  to  increase  your  sales  this  Christmas 


ICOUNTERPOINTSi 


Goppertone 

NEW  WE 


Goppertone 

NEWUTE 
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Goppertone 


NEW  LITE 

APFfS 
PLAGE 


100  ml  / 


Goppertone  in  q  new  light 


SchoLl  are  relaunching  Coppertone  for 
1986  with  new  "Lite"  formulation  products 
and  packaging. 

The  new  look  range  takes  up  less  space 
and  capital  outlay  than  competing  brands, 
say  Scholl.  "Pharmacists  need  stock  only 
10  units  to  cater  for  all  skin  types  and 
holiday  needs."  They  will  be  supporting 
the  brand  with  a  television  advertising 
campaign  costing  £lm  plus. 

Formulations  are  said  to  be  non-greasy 
and  easily  absorbed,  with  active 
moisturisers,  vitamin  E,  aloe  and  jojaba. 


The  packs  graduate  in  colour  from  gold  to 
pale  brown,  indicating  the  degree  of 
protection.  The  lighter  the  shade,  the 
higher  the  SPF  value.  User  instructions 
are  on  the  side  of  the  carton. 

1986  sees  the  introduction  of 
Shimmering  Sun  gelee  (£3.95  for  100ml), 
water-based,  with  SPF  2,  it  adds  a  sheen  to 
the  skin  while  tanning  and  is  suitable  for 
normal  or  dark  skins. 

Recommended  for  sensitive  areas  or 
fair  skins  is  the  new  Sunstick  SPF  15 
(£2.95)  which  is  a  sunblock  in  a  handbag- 


size  dispenser  that  gives  total  protection. 

The  claim  "waterproof"  is  made  for 
Coppertone  Lite  sunscreen  cream  with 
SPF  8.  This  product  is  designed  for 
sensitive  and  fair  skins  at  the  start  of  the 
holiday,  and  for  children  and  water  sports 
enthusiasts. 

Also  in  the  range  are  Sunblock  milk 
SPF  15  (150ml  —  £4.95),  Sunscreen  milk 
SPF  6  ( 15ml,  £4.45);  a  tanning  cream 
(100ml,  £3.45)  and  milk  (150ml,  £3.95) 
with  SPF  4  and  Coppertone  Lite  tanning 
oil  SPF  (150ml,  £3.45). 

Two  products  in  the  after-sun  category 
come  in  contrasting  blue  packs:  Aquacool 
gel  (£2.45  for  100ml)  and  Apres  Plage 
aftersun  milk  (£2.95  for  150ml). 

The  self-tanning  range  will  be 
promoted  as  a  distinct  market  segment 
from  next  year,  with  QT  and  Sudden  Tan 
on  a  separate  display  from  the  Coppertone 
range  say  SchoU  (UK)  Ltd,  182 St.  John 
Street,  London  EC1P1DH. 

House  of  Sheldon  have  appointed 
Pharmagen  to  distribute  their  sun 
preparations  range  for  1986.  Pharmagen 
Ltd,  Church  Road,  Perry  Barr, 
Birmingham  B422LD. 


The  hottest  'pick-up'  line  this  winter! 


0 


Handy  pack  for 
instant  heat 

Safe,  convenient  Mr.  Hot  will  provide  20  hours  of  soothing 
warmth,  whenever,  wherever  your  customers  need  it. 

•  Mr.  Hot  Relieves  muscular  aches  and  strains 

•  Mr.  Hot  Eases  arthritic  aches  and  strains 

Mr.  Hot  Gives  extra  body  warmth  for  all  outdoor  or 

sporting  activities,  or  for  those  at  risk  from  the  cold 

Mr.  Hot  sells  himself  from  an  eye-catching  display  outer 
containing  36  packs,  each  retailing  at  59p 


m 


Oavia  .  jpk 

Anthorw Pharmaceuticals 
limited  -  J  " 

Edwards  Lane  Speke  Liverpool  L24  9GH  Tel:  051-486  7117  Telex:  629846  Hermes  G 

Keep  Mr.  Hot  on  your  counter  -  and  pick  up 


oo 
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After  the  agony  of  the  last  few  months, 
Fisons  offer  some  j  fast-acting  relief. 


The  effects  of  the  limited  prescribing  list  have  caused  one  or  two  headaches 
for  all  of  us. 

What  is  needed  is  an  effective  and  speedy  remedy.  It  calls  for  Paracodol,  now 
available  as  Co-codamol  Eff  (the  British  approved  name  for  Paracodol  prescriptions). 
Paracodol  contains  a  powerful  combination  of  codeine  phosphate  and  paracetamol 
to  relieve  pain  associated  with  headaches,  rheumatism  and  flu. 

At  least  with  Co-codamol  Eff,  or  Paracodol,  you  know  you  have  a  strong 
analgesic  to  relieve  your  customers'  and  patients'  pains,  QO"COd3ITIOl  ©ff. 
as  well  as  a  few  of  your  own!  The  prescribable  form  of  Paracodol. 


GUARANTEED  DISTRIBUTION  IT'S 


Whether  you're  testing  a  new  brand  or  developing  an 
existing  one,  effective  retail  distribution  is  the  cornerstone  on 
which  results  are  built 

And  it  is  distribution  which  lies  at  the  heart  of  Tyne  Tees 
Televisions  new  marketing  package- Pulsebeat. 

Advertisers  participating  in  Pulsebeat  will  be  guaranteed 
distribution  in  one  of  the  four  main  sectors  of  the  retail  trade. 


Distribution  in  the  DIY  sector  will  be  achieved  in  stc 
with  an  annual  turnover  in  excess  of  £35m. 

While  in  the  chemist  sector,  we  will  guarantee  distribute 
a  minimum  of  1 20  specialist  outlets;  approximately  one  quarte  j 
the  total. 

As  a  region, Tyne  Tees  offers  a  strong  regional  identity  vJ 
retail  trade  structure  to  match.  And  a  compactness  whichall'i 


In  the  grocery  sector,  for  instance,  we  can  guarantee  shelf 
space  in  over  100  outlets  with  three  major  store  groups. 

In  off-licences,  distribution  will  be  guaranteed  in  over  150 
outlets  in  the  region. 


for  rapid  and  trouble-free  distribution;  advantages  which  no  o\ 
television  region  can  equal. 

As  a  marketing  package,  Pulsebeat  offers  a  comprehenfi 
ness  second  to  none. 


f  OF  THE  PULSEBEAT  PACKAGE 


idditionto  guaranteed  distribution, advertisers  can  benefit 
jr  unique  predictive  research,  linking  three  areas  in  the 
vith  three  macro-regions  of  the  country 
jdience  delivery  is  guaranteed:  spots,  once  slotted,  will  be 
emptible. 

Jditional  services  including  commando  sales  force,  free 
ion  monitor,  even  creative  and  production  facilities  will  all 


When  you  commit  yourself  to  marketing  with  Tyne  Tees, 
we're  committed  to  helping  you  succeed. 

If  youd  like  to  see  our  brochure  or  presentation,  contact  the 
Pulsebeat  office  on  (01 )  405  8474. 


PUTS  YOUR  FINGER 
ON  THE  PULSE. 


TYNE  TEES  TELEVISION 


Gx: 
A  response  to 
growing  demand. 


The  response  by  GP's  to  the  launch  ofGx  has  been  very 
encouraging. 

Gx  have  set  up  the  'Freefone  Gx  Direct  Ordering  System' 
to  allow  you,  the  Pharmacist  to  take  full  advantage  of  this 
expanding  new  market 

Remember: 

•  Gx/sa  brand,  and  is  reimbursed  at  full  Gx  list  prices. 

•  Gx  is  here  to  stay 

•  Gx  is  available  -  anywhere  in  the  UK. 

•  The  Gx  sales  force,  together  with  continuing 
advertising  activity  will  ensure  an  increasing  demand 


Dial  100  and  ask  for  Freefone  Gx  to  order  the  special 
Introductory  Starter  Pack: 

#  On  a  Sale-or-Return  basis  -  no  financial  risk. 

#  90  days  free  credit 

#  Substantial  discounts. 


forGx. 


A  member  of  the  Glaxo  Group 


of  Companies 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Slow  growth  for 
cosmetics  and 
toiletries  to  1990 

The  UK  market  for  cosmetics  and  toiletries 
will  grow  in  real  terms  at  2  per  cent  a  year 
in  the  second  hall  of  the  1980s,  according 
to  a  review  of  the  market  from 
Euromonitor.  Strong  growth  is  predicted 
for  beauty  and  hygiene  products. 

The  total  UK  market  for  cosmetics  and 
toiletries  was  worth  £l,715m  m  1984,  an 
increase  of  4.5  per  cent  in  real  terms  over 
1983.  This  followed  similar  real  growth  in 
1983,  when  sales  recovered  sharply  from 
the  depression  of  the  early  1980s  —  1985 
sales  will  be  in  the  region  of  £1 .85  billion, 
say  Euromonitor. 

The  largest  of  the  nine  market  sectors  is 
haircare  at  £345m  in  1984.  It  has  been  the 
most  significant  growth  market  since  1980, 
although  sales  have  been  outstripped  by 
the  smaller  deodorants  and  suncare 
markets,  worth  £105m  and  £37m 
respectively.  Sales  of  deodorants  grew  by 
17  per  cent  m  1984,  and  suncare  products 
by  over  19  per  cent  at  current  pnces. 

Haircare  accounted  for  20  per  cent  of 
the  total  market  m  1984,  ahead  of  colour 
cosmetics,  which  at  £275m  accounted  for  a 
16  per  cent  market  share.  Make-up  and 
colour  cosmetics  were  disappointing  in  the 
early  part  of  the  decade  and  recent  growth 
has  been  less  impressive  than  for  most 
sectors.  Fragrances  were  worth  £235m  in 
1984  and  are  growing  with  the  market  as  a 
whole.  More  impressive  growth  has  come 
in  skincare  products,  up  12  per  cent  in 
1984  to  total  £189m. 

Sales  of  oral  hygiene  products  have 
steadied,  growing  by  just  5  per  cent  in 
1984  to  total  £148m.  Mens  toiletries,  at 
;  £175m,  and  bathroom  products,  at  £206m, 
have  generally  failed  to  respond  to 
marketing  efforts,  say  Euromonitor,  but 
these  broad  trends  conceal  strong  growth 
in  specific  sub-sectors. 

The  fastest  growmg  market  in  1984  was 
styling  agents,  which  grew  by  62  per  cent 
at  current  prices  due  to  styling  mousses 
and  gels.  The  styling  agents  market  was 
worth  £42m  in  1984  with  £23m  spent  on 
mousses  alone.  Consumer  research  shows 
that  23  per  cent  of  women  used  a  styling 
mousse  m  1985.  The  £127m  shampoo 
market  contmues  to  expand,  and  formerly 
depressed  sectors  such  as  hairsprays  are 
coming  back  into  fashion. 

The  second  fastest  growing  sub-market 
has  been  shower  gels,  which  grew  by  38 
per  cent  in  1984.  The  market  is  still 
relatively  small,  at  around  £4m  per 
annum.  Usership  of  shower  products  rose 


from  4  per  cent  in  1983  to  7  per  cent  in 
1985,  and  was  the  one  bright  spot  in  the 
generally  static  market  for  bathroom 
products,  say  Euromonitor. 

Within  the  suncare  market,  sales  of 
alter-sun  products  have  been  buoyant. 
Worth  £7. 5m  in  1984,  sales  grew  by  34  per 
cent  at  current  prices  in  the  year,  ahead  of 
suntannmg  products  at  17  per  cent. 

In  the  skincare  market  cleansers  and 
cold  creams  have  shown  recent  growth, 
up  20  per  cent  at  £32. 5m.  Astringents  and 
toners  grew  by  19  per  cent  to  £15. 5m. 

The  make-up  market  has  offered  fewer 
growth  opportunities,  say  Euromonitor, 
although  lip  and  nail  products  are 
enjoying  a  fashionable  revival.  Sales  of  lip 
products  were  worth  £65m  in  1984,  12  per 
cent  up  on  1983,  while  nail  products  grew 
18  per  cent  to  £33m.  Usership  of  hp 
products  increased  from  65  per  cent  in 
1983  to  70  per  cent  in  1985. 

The  deodorants  market  has  remained 
buoyant,  both  in  terms  of  standard 
deodorants,  which  grew  by  17  per  cent  in 
1984,  and  body  sprays,  up  by  16  per  cent. 
The  market  for  body  sprays  was  worth 
£25m  last  year,  and  usership  among 
women  grew  from  30  per  cent  to  37  per 
cent  between  1983  and  1985. 

Boots  continue  to  dominate  the 
distribution  structure,  although  they  are 
under  threat  from  drugstores.  Boots'  sales 
are  estimated  at  £480m  or  28  per  cent  of 
the  total  market.  Chemists  took  £270m  of 
sales  (16  per  cent),  £290m  went  through 
food  multiples  (17  per  cent),  £240m 
through  department  stores  (14  per  cent) 
and  £130m  through  drugstores  (7.5  per 
cent).  Direct  sales  through  agents  and 
party-plan  methods  totalled  £150m  in 
1984. 

Euromonitor  are  optimistic  about 
market  prospects,  although  they  say  "retail 
sales  are  unlikely  to  grow  rapidly  in  overall 
terms  given  the  presence  of  a  range  of 
essential  toiletry  products  already  widely 
used  and  competitively  priced." 

Usership  levels  are  on  the  increase  for 
virtually  all  products,  with  the  under  25's 
showing  an  increasing  interest  in  personal 
care  and  grooming.  Population 
projections  show  that  there  will  be  a 
substantial  increase  in  numbers  of  people 
aged  25-29  and  40-44  years.  These  are 
heavy  users  of  cosmetics  and 
comparatively  affluent  income  groups. 

There  are  clear  signs  of  a  growth  in 
demand  for  higher  quality  premium 
products,  which  is  now  taking  precedence 
over  price  in  many  households,  say 
Euromonitor.  The  male  market  is  showing 
greater  potential  in  new  product  sectors, 
formerly  a  female  domain.  The  Cosmetics 
and  Toiletries  Report  (£235).  Euromonitor 
Publications  Ltd,  87-88  TurnmUl  Street, 
London  EC1M5QU 


Goddards  embrocation  (100ml,  £1.05; 
200ml,  £1.55).  has  been  repackaged  to 
give  a  clearer  link  with  sporting  en- 
thusiasts, say  LRC  Products.  The  brand 
will  next  year  be  supported  in  national 
newspapers.  A  sports  awards  scheme 
related  to  the  brand  will  be  announced  in 
January.  LRC  Products  Ltd,  North 
Circular  Road,  Chlngiord,  London  E4 


Agfa  have  a 
festival 

In  time  for  expected  the  annual  Winter 
leap  in  film  sales,  Agfa  are  launching  their 
film  festival,  offering  dealers  stock  at 
"festive"  prices. 

With  every  promotional  order  for  100 
Agfacolor  XR  print  films,  the  company  will 
supply  one  of  its  film  festival  display 
merchandisers. 

The  films  are  available  at  discount 
rates.  Any  combination  of  size  and  film 
speed  can  be  chosen  (except  rapid  and 
120),  and  orders  must  consist  of  a  mix  of  90 
24-exposure  and  ten  36-exposure  films. 

The  merchandiser,  with  its  firework 
motif  has  a  "write  on,  wipe  off"  headboard 
allowing  the  dealer  to  display  his  own 
pnces.  Window  stickers  are  also  available. 

■The  Agfa  film  festival  runs  while  stocks 
last.  Agio -Gevaert  Ltd ,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex. 


Watch  the  spot! 

A  national  television  trade  spot  has  been 
booked  by  Ciba  Consumer 
Pharmaceuticals  for  Mucron  on  November 
25  at  21. 40  hours  on  ITV. 

The  commercial,  which  uses  the  "Man 
Underwater"  theme,  is  running  through  to 
March,  and  features  Mucron's  new 
packaging  and  capsule-shaped  tablets. 
Ciba  Consumer  Pharmaceuticals, 
Wimblehurst  Road,  Horsham,  West 
Sussex  RH12  4 AB. 
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Pur  put  their  range  of  teats  on  television  next 
b  Could  this  be  the  end  of  latex?  r^L 


tanks  to  persistent  coughing  from  the  bedroom,  Scamp  is  wide  awake.  Only  when  the 
right's  Vaporizer  is  lit  does  the  coughing  subside,  leaving  Scamp  to  get  some  shut-eye. 


He  can  make  you  money 
with  his  eyes  shut 

From  January  this  little  chap  will  be  working  for  you. 
He  is  the  star  of  our  first  ever  commercial  for  Wright's 
Vaporizer. 

It  will  run  on  TV  am,  bright  and  early  just  when  mums 
will  be  watching. 

And  now  that  Wrights  Vaporizer  is  no  longer  available 
on  prescription,  they'll  be  looking  to  you  for  advice. 

Unlike  many  cough  medicines  it's  long-acting.  The  anti- 
septic vapour  is  breathed  directly  into  the  respiratory  tract, 
soothing  coughs  and  colds  for  a  full  8  hours. 

Which  means  everyone  gets  a  good  nights  sleep. 
Including  Scamp. 

Obviously  demand  will  be  high.  We've  gone  all  out  and 
re-packed  the  kit  in  a  bright  new  eye-catching  box. 

Make  sure  you've  got  a  good  display  of  them. 
(Not  forgetting  to  stock  up  with  extra  Wright's  Vaporizing 
Fluid  and  Wright's  Vaporizer  Blocks). 

Then  you  can  rest  easy  knowing  you  can  make  money 
in  your  sleep.  o*1  *    1  a. 

Silent  nights 


\  member  ot  the  LRC  International  Group. 


for  adults  and  children. 


BOOKS 


A  pointer  to 
pharmacy's  past 

(Regional  Guide  to  Pharmacy's  Past  by 
Leslie  G.  Matthews 

Commissioned  and  published  by  Merrell 
Do  w  Pharmaceuticals 
'This  book  has  been  planned  to  let  readers 
know  what  can  be  seen  and  where. 
Though  it  cannot  claim  to  be  a  complete 
record,  the  selection. . .  is  a  personal  one 
and  related  to  visits  made  personally  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. . ." 

That  declaration  sets  out  the  author's 
ntention  and  how  well  he  has  achieved  it 
■nay  depend  on  the  locality  of  the  reader, 
who  looks  for  known  references  to  objects, 
-nuseums  or  memorials  within  his  or  her 
area.  If  these  are  not  included  in  the 
guide,  there  is  likely  to  be  disappointment, 
out  it  will  soon  be  overcome  by  further 
oerusal  of  the  text. 

Leslie  Matthews  has  amassed  a 
remendous  amount  of  detail  for  this 
anique  guide,  and  one  can  only  hazard  a 
juess  as  to  how  many  miles  he  has 


travelled  in  its  preparation.  It  is  a 
fascinating  collection  of  information  and 
he  has  often  extended  the  reference 
beyond  a  mere  brief  geographical  note. 

Where  can  one  see  Napoleon's 
toothbrush? 

Has  Sir  Christopher  Wren  a 
connection  with  pharmacy? 

Is  there  any  other  pharmaceutical 
interest  at  St  Albans  beyond  the  NPA?  The 
answers  can  be  found  by  those  who 
meander  through  the  book. 

For  the  many  pharmacists  who  have  an 
interest  in  the  earlier  days  of  their 
profession  it  is  likely  to  become  a  well- 
thumbed  guide.  Being  arranged  in 
regions  the  information  is  reasonably 
accessible,  although  there  is  no 
comprehensive  index. 

The  publication  is  another  in  the  series 
evolving  from  the  collaboration  of  the 
author  and  Merrell  Dow  Pharmaceuticals, 
and  again  a  high  standard  of  production 
has  been  maintained.  It  is  immediately 
evident  that  much  care  has  been  taken  in 
the  presentation  of  the  text  and  the  lavish 
use  of  colour.  Recipients  of  the  book  will 
need  extreme  vigilance  to  retain  the  copy 
—  it  is  one  which  "friends"  will  borrow  and 


Two  Norfolk  pharmacists  have  swept  up 
the  latest  £1,000  instant  pnze  in  Unichem's 
classic  winners  promotion.  Allen  Edmonds 
(centre  left)  and  David  Carruthers  MPS 
(centre  right)  are  joint  owners  of  Allen  & 
Neale  Ltd,  with  three  shops  in  Gaywood, 
Heacham  and  Dersmgham.  They  were 
presented  with  their  cheque  by  Uruchem's 
Walthamstow  branch  general  manager, 
Roger  Metcalf  (left)  and  branch  sales 
manager  David  Goulding 


may  not  return. 

This  publication  is  likely  to  increase 
the  number  of  peripatetic  pharmacists.  It 
should  challenge  all  members  of  the 
profession  to  recognise  and  nurture  their 
background,  and  accept  their 
responsibility  to  conserve  the  best 
examples  of  that  heritage. 


FRADE  MARK 


antiseptic  lozenges 


Chlorhexidine  Hydrochloride 
Benzocaine 

•  Effective  antiseptic 
treatment  for  mouth  and 
throat  infections 

•  Helps  prevent  secondary 
infection  following 
tonsillectomy  and  tooth 
extraction 

•  Pleasant  flavour,  rapid 
relief 

tor 
the  throa 


Full  information  available  from: 

Care  Laboratories  Limited 
Lindow  House,  Beech  Lane, 
Wilmslow,  Cheshire  SK9  5HG 

A  subsidiary  company  of 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries  PLC 
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Trio-now  the  complete 
decongestant  range 


m 


New! 

For  coughs  and 
congestion 


DECONGESTANT/ 
ANTITUSSIVE  & 
ANTIHISTAMINE 


*C?J> 


DECONGESTANT/ 
ANALGESIC 


12  Tablets 


AND  Si t 
RELIEVES  HE/ 


Relieves 
Coughs and 
Clears  Nasal 

(  O  ^ ■""  " 


First  ever  co 


nsumeradv 


on 


MationalTVand 


j'ci  and  marketed  by  Beecham  Proprietaries,  Beecham  House,  Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 


PSNI  COUNCIL 


Drug  alert  after 
local  wholesaler 
burgled  

Northern  Ireland  pharmacists  are 
being  asked  to  be  careful  about 
their  medicine  supplies,  following 
the  recent  theft  of  a  large  amount  of 
drugs  from  a  local  wholesaler. 

The  warning  was  given  at  last  month's 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  Council  meeting  by  Mr  R.J. 
White,  OBE,  MPS,  who  has  recently  been 
(appointed  to  the  Council  by  the 
Department  of  Health  as  the  wholesale 
trade  representative.  Among  the  drugs 
stolen  were  Adalat,  Amoxil,  Distalgesic, 
Orovite  7,  Zantac  and  Feldene. 

The  office  has  produced  a  circular 
giving  the  current  position  on  parallel 
mports.  Mr  Crawford,  who  expressed  his 
deep  concern  over  the  situation,  felt  it  was 
nevitable  that  the  Department  would  try  to 
rlawback  excess  profits  from  all 


are 


TRADE  MARK 

 PC. 

scalp  medication 
Cetrimide 


Effectively  treats 
dandruff 

Acts  against  bacteria 
without  drying  the  skin. 
Relieves  itching 


tor 
the  scalp 

Full  information  available  from 

Care  Laboratories  Limited 
Lindow  House,  Beech  Lane, 
Wilmslow,  Cheshire  SK9  5HG 

A  subsidiary  company  of 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries  PLC 


contractors  regardless  of  whether  or  not 
they  had  used  parallel  imports.  Several 
members  supported  him  and  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Ethical  and  Law 
Committee. 

Following  recent  pharmacy  break-ms 
which  had  involved  Controlled  Drugs,  Mr 
Mcllhagger  asked  if  the  members  could  be 
reminded  to  have  any  outdated  or  surplus 
Controlled  Drugs  destroyed. 

The  secretary  reported  that  the  pestle 
and  mortar,  presented  to  the  Council  by 
the  Londonderry  Chemists  and  Druggists 
in  1934,  and  stolen  from  the  Society's 
house  in  1978,  had  been  recovered. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
about  the  advisory  committee  to  be  set  up 
under  the  Directives  on  mutual 
recognition  and  Establishment.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  PSGB  to  discuss  the 
composition  of  the  committee  and  the 
procedures  to  be  adopted  concerning 
registration  of  pharmacists  from  other 
member  states. 

The  following  applications  for 
registration,  under  the  reciprocal 
agreement  between  the  Northern  Ireland 


and  Great  Britain  Societies,  were  granted 
subject  to  formalities:  Lorna  Mary 
Montague,  17  Bodiam  Crescent, 
Hampden  Park,  Eastbourne,  East  Sussex; 
Timothy  Alexander  Dundee,  9  Ballyhenry 
Road,  Newtownabbey,  co  Antrim. 
Nominations  for  committees  are:- 
Finance  and  house:  LP.  Beagon,  R.H. 
Clarke,  D.  Corbett,  R.G.  Dillon 
(chairman),  J.  Kerr,  G.E.  Mcllhagger, 
M.V.A.  Napier,  T.I.  O'Rourke,  Miss  M.J. 
Watson,  R.J.  White. 

Ethical  and  Law :  LP.  Beagon 
(chairman),  J.  Chambers,  R.H.  Clarke,  D. 
Corbett,  LA.  Crawford,  LH.  Galbraith, 
W.T.  Hunter,  G.W.  McGlaughlin,  Mrs 

C.  O'Rourke,  Mrs  C.B.A.  Watson. 

Education:  J.  Chambers,  R.H.  Clarke, 

D.  Corbett,  LA.  Crawford,  J.  Kerr 
(chairman),  R.J.G.  McDonald,  MrsC. 
O'Rourke,  Dr  LG.  Swanton,  Professor 
P.F.  D'Arcy,  Professor  R.  Gngg. 

General  purposes:  LP.  Beagon,  R.H. 
Clarke,  D.  Corbett  (chairman),  R.G. 
Dillon,  J.  Kerr,  G.E.  Mcllhagger,  Dr  LG. 
Swanton.  Mr  W.T.  Hunter  was  appointed 
as  the  Council  representative  on  the 
General  Purposes  Committee. 
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The  hardest  part  of  the  competition  to 
judge . . .",  says  Ailsa  Benson,  training 
development  officer  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  about  the  ideas 
for  extra  sales  and  profits  submitted  by  our 
contestants. 

Not  that  any  of  the  ideas  were  calculated 
to  wipe  all  other  retailers  off  the  High  Street 
—  just  that  there  were  so  many  suggestions 
of  near  equal  merit  which,  if  not  already  in 
place  in  a  particular  pharmacy,  would  be 
sure  to  make  customers  come  back  for  more. 

The  question  we  set  was:  "In  not  more 
than  30  words,  suggest  a  merchandising, 
customer  service  or  other  idea  which  you 
believe  can  most  benefit  sales  and/or 
profits . . ."  Perhaps  the  fault  most  obvious  in 
entries  not  considered  for  the  four  £100 
prizes  was  that  the  idea  should  be  "common 
practice"  in  any  business  having  well  trained 
staff,  pricing  clearly,  etc. 

There  was  one  very  common  theme 
which  is  outside  the  control  of  the  pharmacy 
and  its  staff,  but  one  of  which,  we  hope, 
manufacturers  will  take  note  —  namely 
provision  of  more  sample  packs.  Clearly 
many  assistants  feel  they  could  tempt  more 
customers  into  regular  use  of  a  product  if 
only  they  were  given  the  chance  to  try  it. 

To  give  a  flavour  of  the  ideas  presented, 
we  are  publishing  a  selection  in  addition  to 
those  provided  by  the  £100  winners  —  a  £5 
postal  order  is  on  its  way  to  all  contestants 
whose  ideas  have  been  used. 

■  Make  an  attractive  display  using  colour 
plates  of  the  latest  fashions,  combined  with 
the  latest  colour  range  of  cosmetics  and 
toiletries  and  with  lengths  of  the  fashion 
material  as  a  connection.  (20)  Karen 
Blacklock,  Hills  Chemists,  Whickham. 
9  Supply  counter  accessories  (eg 
applicators)  to  let  customers  sample 
cosmetics.  Bath  oils  could  have  a  bowl  of 
water  for  sampling.  (62)  Jennifer 
Moorehead,  J.  A.  Woodside  &  Co  Ltd,  co 
Antrim,  N  Ireland. 

H  Provide  an  area  where  customers  can 
have  make-up  tested  on  them  by  an  assistant. 
They  would  see  immediately  how  it  looks  and 
how  it  is  best  applied.  (8)  Wendy  Best,  Moss 
Chemist,  Surrey. 

H  Give  customers  samples  to  try;  ask  for 
their  names  and  addresses  so  we  can  let 
them  know  about  special  offers.  (12)  Jane 
Bourbage,  D.M.  Hibbards  Pharmacy, 
Bimam. 

M  For  one  hour  per  month  hold  a  make-up 
session.  Cleanse  and  make-up  a  customer 
using  sample  stock,  telling  her  how  to  apply 
and  experiment  with  various  colours  and 
techniques.  (26)  Patricia  Doyle,  Leywood 
Johns  Ltd,  Devon  and  (77)  Suzanne  Heed, 
I  A.  Sood Chemist,  Bristol. 
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CHEMIST  ASSISTANT 
OF  THE  YEAR 
COMPETITION 


Your  chance  to  win  up  to 
£1,000 


-:',P<  iNSOREDBYi 


Gm«*»B»*  @  VICHY 


A  batch 
of  bright 

ideas 


C&D  presents  a  selection  of 
suggestions  sent  in  for  the 

Chemist  Assistant  of  the  Year 
Competition.  These  "ideas 

people"  each  win  a  bonus  £5 

prize...and  pictured  are  next 
weeks  finalists 

■  Install  a  horizontal  illuminated 
"newscanner"  in  prominent  position, 
presenting  a  bulletin  of  special  offers  on 
toiletries  and  the  range  of  cosmetics  stocked. 
(68)  Cecilia  Norris,  D.M.  Turnbull,  Sale. 

■  For  cosmetics  and  skin  care,  a  record 
card  for  both  the  customer  and  ourselves  to 
check  on  purchases  regarding  colour  and 
skin  type  etc,  thus  giving  the  customer 
personal  attention.  (81)  Joyce  Roper,  A.S. 
Davy,  Bradford,  West  Yorks. 


Beveiley  McCluskey    Wendy  Wangham 

The  finalists 


■  Use  different  colours/shades  of  scarves  to 
determine  the  colour  which  suits  the 
customer  best,  leading  up  to  make-up 
base/cosmetics  purchases.  Will  also  create 
customer  interest.  (104)  Lorraine  Thornley 
A.  Butterworth,  Denton. 


counter 

■  Packs  of  baby  products  could  be  opened  is 
as  "testers",  particularly  baby  creams  and  I 
lotions,  and  also  disposable  nappies  so  the 
mother  can  see  exactly  what  she  is  buying 
(74)  Barbara  Phipps,  H.  Heaton  Chemist, 
Wakefield,  Yorkshire. 

■  Present  a  complimentary  gift  pack  of 
samples  of  baby  products  to  all  mothers  of 
newborn  babies,  and  advertise  this  with  a 
window  display.  (34)  Tina  Golding,  Greene 
Brothers,  Battersea,  London. 

H  Show  video  films  provided  by  a  leading 
baby  food  company  advising  new  mums 
about  feeding  problems,  eg  gluten  free 
diets,  low  sugar  products;  also  remedies  for 
minor  illnesses,  teething,  etc.  (51)  Beverly 
Knight,  Gloritone  Ltd,  Paynes  Park. 

■  Each  month  with  every  £  spent  on  baby 
products,  a  ticket  is  entered  into  a  free  draw 
with  prizes  for  the  mother  and  baby.  (89) 
Michelle  Seymour,  Manichem. 

■  List  of  products  kept  for  health 
centre/health  visitors  so  the  parent  can  get 
them  easily.  Free  samples  and  booklets. 
(102)  Brenda  Thomas,  A.  Sood,  Bristol. 

M  Improve  sales  by  having  a  tasting  of  baby 
foods,  with  free  gifts,  samples  or  smaller 
packets  to  buy  with  a  coupon  inside  for  the 
new  packet.  (106)  Julie  Tomsett,  J.N.  Murray 
Ltd,  Barrow-in-Furness,  Cumbria. 

Specialist  counter 

Photographic:  Free  camera  clean.  You  only 
need  a  blower  brush  and  a  little  expertise; 
very  quick  to  carry  out  and  encourage  sales 
of  accessories  while  your  customer  waits. 
(55)  Beverley  McClaskey,  Glade  Chemists, 
Staines. 

Dietary:  Encourage  persons  interested  in 
slimming  to  note  down  their  daily  intake  of 
food  and  return  on  a  weekly  basis,  for  the 
"big  count-up".  (21)  Angela  Crame,  Gunn's 
Chemist,  Darlington. 

Home  brew:  A  beer/wine  kit  out  on  display 
where  customers  can  see  it  going  through 
the  different  stages  before  it  is  bottled  and 
ready  to  drink.  (24)  Julie  Dawn,  Boots  the 
Chemist,  Sheffield. 

Dietary:  "Healthy  living  today"  area,  with 
weighing  scales,  health  education  leaflets, 
and  product  information  to  promote  interest 
in  and  sales  of  health  foods,  etc.  (29)  Lynn 
Ferguson,  Lloyd  Nield  Ltd,  Manchester. 
Home  brew:  Have  in  store  demonstrations, 
eg  wine  tastings  by  a  leading  brand  that  the 
shop  sells.  (88)  Margaret  Screaton,  David 
Levan  Chemists  Ltd,  Sheffield. 
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Medicines  counter 


■  An  "information  centre".  A  small  desk  or 
area  with  books  and  leaflets  on  family 
medicine.  Also  information  on 
diabetic/dietary/babycare  including  scales, 
height  and  weight  charts.  (117)  Christine 
Webling,  Savory  &  Moore,  MildenhaU. 

■  More  information  about  home  remedies 
via  leaflets/charts  with  regard  to  home 
nursing  care/treatments  or  minor  ailments, 
which  can  be  supported  by  the  pharmacist 
when  advice  is  needed.  (119)  Glennis 
Welsh,  Sunningdale  Pharmacy,  Cleveland. 
M  A  section  of  retail  packs  of  blacklisted 
items  to  bring  to  customers'  notice  that  some 
medicines  they  cannot  have  on  the  NHS  can 
still  be  purchased.  (22)  Jenniler  Crawshaw, 
B.  Currie,  Shipley,  Yorkshire. 

H  One-third  of  medicine  sales  are  for 
cough/cold  remedies.  Have  these  in 
products  groupings  for  dry  or  loose  coughs, 
with  brand  leaders  in  the  middle  of  the  hot 
cross.  (27)  Angela  Drury,  A  Whifworth 
Chemist,  Humberside. 

■  Display  seasonal  items  (hayfever,  travel 
tablets,  etc)  slightly  before  the  season  opens 
with  the  theme  "Be  Prepared".  (14)  Carole 
Bussell,  Beardsley  Chemist,  Shropshire. 


RELIEVES  HEADACHES 


Macarthys  Choice  Plus 

Recognise  the  symptoms?  Tense,  nervous,  over-worked  - 
you're  spending  more  time  labelling  prescriptions  and 
preparing  orders  for  suppliers  than  you  are  as  a  Pharmacist. 

Now  Macarthys  can  offer  you  a  complete  and  immediate 
recovery  to  all  your  headaches. 

"Choice  Plus"  -  it's  like  having  an  experienced  assistant 
to  help  you.  Prescription  labels  can  be  printed  using  easy  to 
learn  and  logical  coding.  Popular  drugs  and  dosage 
instructions  can  be  preset  and  recalled  at  the  touch  of  a 
button.  Up  to  4  cautionary  messages  per  label  plus  an  audio 
warning  to  indicate  the  necessity  of  a  verbal  patient  warning. 

A  comprehensive  drug  usage  report  and  unused  drug 
report  are  available,  over  any  given  period  of  time,  both  on 
screen  and  in  print  -  giving  an  invaluable  guide  for  Stock 
Control  and  re-ordering. 

The  order  pad  is  easily  accessible  during  label 
production  and  all  the  features  of  our  successful  Choice 
PDT  have  been  incorporated  within  our  PC. 

Quick  and  easy  drug  file  update  and  amendment, 
blacklisted  drug  warning,  free  format  and  repeat  labels  are 


but  a  few  more  examples  of  the  many  features  of  this  very 
comprehensive  system. 

A  detailed  specification  of  the  PC.  itself  is  available  from 
your  Macarthys  Salesman  or  nearest  Depot.  It  must  be 
highlighted,  however,  that  these  packages  create  new 
standards  of  price  performance  for  in-pharmacy  technology. 

The  twin  floppy  disk,  256K  model,  packaged  with  its  Soft- 
ware and  all  communications  equipment  costs  just  £1,950. 

The  10  mb  hard  disk  model,  again  with  all 
communications  equipment  and  Software,  is  £2,550. 

This  fantastic  value  is  for  an  IBM  business  computer 
system  which  enables  the  user  to  take  full  advantage  of 
easily  obtainable  personal  and  business  Software. 

Take  the  first  step  to  cure  your  administration 
headaches  and  overwork  by  arranging  a  demonstration  now. 
Contact  Dave  Porter,  Customer  Systems  Manager,  on 
Romford  (0708)  46033. 

Macarthys  choice 

Macarthys  Limited,  Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close,  Romford 
RM1  4JX.  Tel:  Romford  46033  or  your  local  branch  manager. 


By  Stephen  Chaplin.  MPS 


Are  sulphasalazine's  days  numbered? 


Sulphasalazine  is  unique.  It  is  composed  of 
two  chemically  distinct  drugs, 
sulphapyridine  and  5-aminosalicylate,  each 
having  a  therapeutic  use  for  which  the  other 
probably  offers  no  benefits  and  possibly 
even  increases  the  risk  of  adverse  effects. 

Sulphasalazine  is  often  effective  in  cases 
of  rheumatoid  arthritis  that  do  not  respond  to 
non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory  drugs. 
Recent  evidence  shows  that  sulphapyridine 
Is  the  active  component  in  arthritis  —  it  is  as 
effective  as  sulphasalazine  when  given  alone 
and  produces  a  similar  profile  of  adverse 
effects.  Its  mechanism  of  action  is  unknown, 
but  theories  vary  from  immunosuppression 
to  an  antimicrobial  effect  (which  would 
imply  an  aetiological  role  for  bacteria  in 
rheumatoid  arthritis). 

By  contrast,  5-aminosalicylate,  or 
mesalazine  is  believed  to  be  the  active 
component  in  ulcerative  colitis. 
Sulphasalazine  is  broken  down  in  the  ileum 
and  colon  to  sulphapyridine,  which  is  well 
absorbed,  and  mesalazine,  which  is  poorly 
absorbed. 

Mesalazine  is  thought  to  exert  a  local 
action  on  the  inflamed  colon.  Adverse 
effects  associated  with  sulphasalazine  are 
lsually  attributed  to  its  sulphapyridine 
:omponent.  These  range  in  severity  from 
ninor  skin  rashes  to  serious  and  potentially 
iatal  rashes  and  blood  dyscrasias. 

Half  of  the  UK  population  metabolise 
'■ulphapyridine  slowly,  and  these  people  are 
particularly  at  risk  from  adverse  effects. 
4any  people  with  ulcerative  colitis  who 
iannot  tolerate  sulphasalazine  would  benefit 
rom  mesalazine  alone,  but  until  recently  it 
lould  not  be  given  without  its  "carrier" 
•omponent  sulphapyridine  because  it  is 
instable  in  gastric  acid.  New  formulations 
without  sulphapyridine  are  now  under 
nvestigation,  and  the  first  of  these  to  be 


marketed  in  the  UK  is  Asacol. 

Asacol  is  a  delayed -release  formulation 
of  mesalazine.  The  premature  dissolution  of 
the  tablet  is  prevented  by  an  acrylic  resin 
coating  which  breaks  down  only  at  pH  7  or 
more.  Since  this  does  not  occur  until  the 
terminal  ileum  and  colon,  the  drug  is 
released  only  at  its  site  of  action. 

Clinical  trials  have  shown  that  Asacol  is 
effective  in  maintaining  remission  in 
ulcerative  colitis.  However,  these  trials  have 
been  of  relatively  short  duration  (for  a  drug 
which  may  be  taken  for  a  lifetime)  and, 
inevitably,  experience  is  limited  compared 
with  that  of  sulphasalazine.  Its  use  is 
therefore  restricted  to  people  who  cannot 
tolerate  the  more  established  drug. 

On  current  evidence,  Asacol  lacks  many 
of  the  adverse  effects  of  sulphasalazine,  and 
no  reports  of  life-threatening  reactions  have 
been  published.  However,  the  possible  role 
of  mesalazine  in  serious  reactions  to 
sulphasalazine  is  in  reality  unknown,  and 
their  high  mortality  demands  a  cautious 
approach  to  substitution.  Mesalazine  may 
itself  cause  headaches,  nausea,  and  feelings 
of  unreality  and,  like  sulphasalazine,  may 
exacerbate  pain  and  diarrhoea  in  a  few 


people.  Blood  levels  of  mesalazine  are 
slightly  higher  after  Asacol  than  following 
sulphasalazine,  but  it  is  not  yet  known  if  these 
adverse  effects  are  more  common. 

Other  formulations  of  mesalazine  under 
investigation  include  a  more  conventional 
slow-release  formulation  and  two 
combinations  with  other  carrier  molecules, 
ipsalazide  and  balsalazide.  Pharmacia,  who 
presently  market  Salazopyrin,  are  evaluating 
a  combination  of  two  mesalazine  entities  — 
disodium  azodisahcylate. 

Are  sulphasalazine's  days  numbered?  In 
the  short  term,  no.  Sulphasalazine  is  a  long- 
established  drug  with  a  familiar  profile  of 
efficacy  and  adverse  effects.  It  is  effective  in 
Crohn's  disease  (which  affects  the  ileum)  for 
which  Asacol  is  unlikely  to  be  useful.  If, 
however,  the  safety  reord  of  Asacol  lives  up 
to  its  promise,  we  can  expect  to  see  a  much 
*vider  use  of  new  formulations  of  mesalazine. 

Retinoids  and  pregnancy 

Few  pharmacists  and  doctors  are  unaware  of 
the  need  for  extreme  caution  in  prescribing 
for  pregnant  women,  particularly  during  the 
first  trimester,  the  critical  period  of 
organogenesis.  Although  both  animal 
studies  and  epidemiological  surveys  may  be 
particularly  difficult  to  interpret,  it  seems  to 
be  true  that  most  drugs  are  not  significantly 
teratogenic  in  man.  In  fact,  there  are  few 
proven  teratogens  —  thalidomide  is  an 
obvious  example;  alcohol,  some  anti- 
convulsants and  anticoagulants  are  others. 

Vitamin  A  derivatives  (retinoids)  such  as 
etretinate  (Tigason)  and  isotretinoin 
(Roaccutane)  were  know  to  be  teratogenic  at 
the  time  of  their  introduction,  but  their 
efficacy  in  skin  conditions  refractory  to  other 
drugs  justified  their  use.  Although 
considerable  publicity  has  been  given  to 
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retinoid  teratogenicity,  many  pregnant 
women  have  received  the  drug. 

A  recent  survey  in  the  United  States 
reported  on  154  pregnancies  in  which  the 
mother  had  taken  isotretinoin  during  the  first 
trimester.  It  concluded  that  malformations  of 
the  head,  cardiovascular  and  central 
nervous  systems,  and  of  the  thymus,  were 
approximately  25  times  more  likely  to  occur 
in  an  exposed  foetus.  If  these  figures  are 
accurate,  isotretinoin  may  be  comparable 
with  thalidomide  as  a  teratogen. 

At  the  time  of  prescribing,  information 
on  contraceptives  was  available  to  only  60 


Cimetidine  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
widely  prescribed  drugs  of  all  time,  and  it  is 
also  one  of  the  best  monitored.  A  four-year 
report  of  a  postmarketing  surveillance  study 
of  nearly  10,000  patients  from  Glasgow, 
Nottingham,  Oxford  and  Portsmouth  has  just 
been  published.  It  concludes  that  cimetidine 
is  a  safe  drug. 

Of  1,049  deaths,  cimetidine  was  not 
associated  with  any  fatal  disorder.  An 
unexpectedly  high  number  of  deaths  due  to 
gastric  cancer,  lung  cancer,  and  urinary 
dieseases  was  found  but  a  cause-effect 
relationship  is  far  from  proven. 

Gastric  cancer  may  remain  latent  for 
several  years  before  becoming  invasive,  and 
people  with  early  symptoms  are  likely  to  be 
prescribed  an  H2  antagonist.  The 
prevalence  of  lung  cancer  is  less  straight- 
forward. Smokers  may  be  more  liable  to 
gastrointestinal  complaints  (as  they  are  to 
stomach  ulcers)  for  which  they  may  be  given 
cimetidine,  but  the  smoking  habits  of  the 
patients  in  this  study  were  not  recorded. 
However,  the  development  of  lung  cancer 
was  not  associated  with  the  amount  of 
cimetidine  taken  early  in  the  study,  and  such 
a  link  would  be  expected  if  a  cause-effect 
relationship  existed. 

The  frequencies  of  both  gastric  and  lung 
cancers  appeared  to  decrease  during  the 
study,  but  the  incidence  of  deaths  from 
urinary  system  diseases  did  not.  Many  of  the 
people  who  died  from  these  were  found  to  be 
elderly  and  suffering  from  a  "multiplicity  of 
disorders",  and  cimetidine-induced  disease 
was  not  thought  to  have  caused  their  deaths. 
No  significant  interference  with  renal 
function  was  found  in  other  patients; 
whether  cimetidine's  renal  effects  were 
important  in  the  patients  who  died  is 
unknown. 

Cimetidine  therefore  appears  to  cause 
no  deaths,  but  the  incidence  of  adverse 
effects  was  not  reported  in  this  paper. 
Cimetidine  causes  a  low  overall  incidence  of 
adverse  effects,  but  its  very  good  safety 
record  has  served  only  to  highlight  those  that 
do  occur.  They  are  undoubtedly  serious, 
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per  cent  of  the  women  in  this  study.  One 
third  were  pregnant  when  the  drug  was 
prescribed,  one  third  did  not  use 
contraception  while  taking  medication,  and 
one  third  conceived  while  taking 
contraception. 

This  underlines  the  importance  of 
ensuring  appropriate  advice  on 
contraception  is  always  given  to  any  girl  or 
woman  of  childbearing  potential  who  is 
prescribed  vitamin  A  derived  drugs.  As  an 
extra  precaution,  treatment  with  retinoids 
should  be  delayed  until  after  the  next 
menstrual  period. 


and  include  confusion  in  the  elderly,  and 
gynaecomastia.  More  significantly, 
cimetidine  may  interact  with  many  drugs, 
including  warfarin,  phenytoin,  theophylline 
and  diazepam,  by  inhibiting  hepatic 
enzymes. 

The  current  rival  for  cimetidine  is 
ranitidine,  although  it  will  soon  be  joined  by 
famotidine,  a  new  H2  antagonist  from 
Merck,  Sharp  &  Dohme.  Ranitidine  was 
promoted  partly  on  the  basis  of  its  even  lower 
incidence  of  adverse  effects  and  virtual 
absence  of  drug  interactions,  and  these 
advantages  are  attributed  to  its  more  specific 
binding  to  receptors.  Experience  has  bome 
out  the  lower  incidence  of  drug  interactions, 
but  calculation  of  the  true  frequency  of 
adverse  effects  is  often  questioned  on  the 
grounds  that  experience  is  much  less  than 
that  with  cimetidine.  Ranitidine  may  indeed 
have  a  spectrum  of  toxicity  all  of  its  own,  and 
it  is  likely  that  we  may  never  answer  the 
guestion  satisfactorily  until,  as  with 
cimetidine,  major  studies  on  safety  are 
reported. 


Yoga  for  asthma 

Alternatives  to  drug  treatment  are  becoming- 
more  popular,  but  few  are  accepted  by  the 
professions  because  their  benefit,  or 
superiority  over  drugs  of  known  benefit,  is 
rarely  demonstrated  by  correct  scientific 
studies.  It  is  therefore  encouraging  to  read  a 
report  of  a  controlled  evaluation  of  the 
benefits  of  yoga  in  brondhial  asthma. 

Over  one  hundred  patients  at  an  Indian 
clinic  were  divided  into  two  groups.  One 
group  continued  to  take  bronchodilator 
drugs  alone,  while  the  other  was  also  given 
instruction  in  yoga  techniques  and  told  to 
practise  them  for  65  minutes  a  day.  The 
groups  were  evaluated  every  six  months  for 
four  and  a  half  years,  during  which  time  the 
drug  use  of  each  varied  considerably. 
However,  the  yoga  group  was  found  to  be 
using  fewer  drugs  at  aD  but  one  evaluation, 
and  patients  in  it  were  experiencing  fewer 
(but  not  less  severe)  attacks  of  asthma  by  the 
end  of  the  study. 

There  are  some  flaws  in  the  report;  for 
example,  25  people  dropped  out  of  the  study 
and  it  is  not  clear  why  or  which  groups  they 
were  in,  and  drug  intake  in  the  yoga  group 
was  initially  much  higher.  However,  laying 
the  results  before  the  altar  of  statistics 
showed  that  they  were  unlikely  to  be  due  to 
chance.  In  other  words,  yoga  worked. 

It  has  long  been  known  that 
psychological  factors,  among  many  others, 
can  be  important  in  causing  asthmatic 
attacks.  Yoga  calms  people  down  or,  in 
scientific  language,  reduces  the  level  of 
anxiety,  muscle  tone,  and  metabolic  rate. 
Whether  pharmacists  should  now  have 
facilities  for  practising  yoga  as  well  as  for 
patient  counselling  remains  to  be  seen. 


This  is  the  first  of  a  regular  series  of  articles 
by  Stephen  Chaplin,  MPS,  staff  pharmacist 
at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne.  The  articles  will  look  at  current 
developments  in  prescription  medicines, 
and  complement  the  existing  OTC  Update 
series  by  Professor  Alain  Li  Wan  Po. 
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In  Tension 
Headache  Syndol: 

blocks  pain 

eases  muscular 
tension 

provides  relief  that 
simple  analgesics 
often  fail  to  match. 


:ation  Syndol  tablets  are  yellow,  round,  flat-faced,  bevelled  edge  tablets.  On  one  side  there 
ised  S'  design  and  on  the  other  a  scored  bisect  line.  Each  tablet  contains:  paracetamol  B.R 
codeine  phosphate  B  P  lOmg,  Decapryn  (doxylamine  succinate  USNF)  5mg,  caffeine  B.P  30mg 

/ndol  is  an  analgesic  preparation  indicated  for  the  treatment  of  mild  to  moderate  pain  and  as  an  anti-pyretic.  Syndol  is  recommended 
;ymptomatic  relief  of  headache,  including  muscle-contraction  or  tension  headache,  migraine,  neuralgia,  toothache,  sore  throat, 
lorrhoea,  muscular  and  rheumatic  aches  and  pains,  and  for  post -operative  analgesia  following  surgical  or  dental  procedures, 
and  Administration  Adults  and  children  over  12  years  one  or  two  tablets  every  four  or  six  hours  as  needed  for  relief.  Total  dosage  over 
ur  period  should  not  normally  exceed  8  tablets.  Not  recommended  for  children  under  12  years.  Contra  indications  Idiosyncrasy  to  any 
iigredients.  Precautions  May  cause  drowsiness:  if  affected,  patients  should  be  advised  not  to  drive  or  operate  machinery.  Side-effects 
fnine  succinate  may  cause  drowsiness  or  dizziness  in  some  patients.  Mild  constipation  may  occur  associated  with  the  codeine  component 
ol.  Agranulocytosis  is  a  very  rare  complication  of  treatment  with  paracetamol.  Over-dosage  Treat  symptomatically  as  for  paracetamol  and 
Pharmaceutical  Precautions  None.  Legal  Category  R  Package  Quantities  Blister  strips  of  10  tablets  in  cartons  of  20  tablets.  Further 
tion  Nil  Product  Licence  Number  4425/0018.  Patient  purchase  price:  20  tablets,  £2.00  (including  VAT).  Further  information 
ble  on  request.  Merrell  Dow  Pharmaceuticals  Limited,  Stana  Place,  Fairf  !eld  Avenue.  Staines.  Middlesex  TW18  4SX.  Trademarks:  Merrell, 
ndol,  Decapryn. 
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An  offer  no  mum  could  refuse.  Free  BabySlips. 
An  offer  you  can't  refuse.  Increased  sales. 

Mums  know  Peaudouce  BabySlips  keep  a  baby  drier,  longer.  That's  why  mums 
have  made  them  the  leading  brand  and  why  they'll  respond  in  droves  to  this  terrific  offer. 
And  why  you  should  grab  this  opportunity  to  sell  extra  volume  of  this  quality  brand. 

The  offer  applies  to  limited  stocks  of  our  Economy  11  range  of  Peaudouce 
BabySlips  with  the  special  on -pack  sticker. 

HERE'S  HOW  IT  WORKS: 

Mum  buys  the  Maxi  48  pack,  only  pays  for  44.  FOUR  FREE. 

She  buys  the  80  pack  Mini.  GETS  10  FREE. 

On  Super  60  pack,  SHE  GETS  6  FREE. 

And  on  the  42  pack  Extra,  she  only  pays  for  40. 2  FREE. 

Here's  the  perfect  opportunity  for  mothers  to  trade-up  from  small  packs  and 
for  even  more  new  mums  to  experience  the  superiority  of  BabySlips.  An  offer  that 
must  result  in  heavy  repeat  buying.  Expect  an  offer  like  this  to  move  a  load  of  stock. 
Be  sure  you're  prepared. 

Contact  Sue  on  the  Peaudouce  Hotline -01-953  8899 -for  details  of  your 
local  wholesaler  stockist  or  to  place  your  order.  (A  minimum  of  10  cases  including 
your  promotional  stock.) 


OFFER  OPEN  WHILE  STOCKS  LAST. 
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BabuSUp* 

KEEP  A  BABY  DRIER  LONGER 

Peaudouce  (UK)  Limited,  Rye  Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts.  EN11  0EL.  Telephone:  0992  445522. 


Philips  Batteries. 
Fresh  off  the  shelf. 
Date  coded 
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HI  LI  PS      Simply  years  ahead 


Philips  Lighting 

City  House,  420-430  London  Roaci,  Croydon  CR9  3QR 
Telephone  01-689  2166  Telex  946169 


With  all  due 
-espect...  

ftth  all  due  respect  to  David  Sharpe,  who 
oes,  I  know,  work  very  hard  for 
harmacy,  I  shall  not  be  writing  to  my  MP 
rging  him  to  press  for  implementation  of 
le  new  contract  proposals.  While  other 
roups  are  being  exhorted  to  accept 
lcreases  of  5  per  cent  or  6  per  cent  I 
annot  see  why  pharmacy  should  be 
ghting  for  a  reduction  in  income. 

I  am  in  favour  of  control  of  entry  if  this 
in  fact,  possible.  I  am  also  in  favour  of 
lbsidising  essential  small  pharmacies  but 
object  to  them  being  financed  at  the 
xpense  of  other  small  pharmacies,  many 
f  which,  like  mine,  are  already  suffering 
om  the  twin  hazards  of  leapfrogging  and 
f  surgery  relocations. 

The  offer  of  compensation  to 
harmacists  locked  into  unsaleable 
usinesses  coupled  with  a  threat  of  a  still 
irther  reduction  in  income  if  they  do  not 
lose  does  not  seem  to  offer  any  dignity  in 
;tirement,  particularly  as  the  proposed 
ompensation  is  unlikely  to  cover  more 
tan  the  actual  cost  of  closing  down. 

As  far  as  I  can  see  most  of  us  are  better 
ff  with  the  present  contract  and  had  been 
oping  for  more  money  not  less  to  be 
lade  available  to  encourage  opening  in 
reas  of  low  population  density. 

If  the  new  contract  is  the  best  that  can 
e  achieved  we  shall  doubtless  all  accept 
but  it  hardly  seems  to  merit  an 
nthusiastic  welcome. 
.  G.  Bubb. 
oole. 

..do  write  to 
rour  MR  but... 

his  week's  post  contained  an  impassioned 
lea  from  Mr  David  Sharpe  requesting  an 
rgent  letter  to  be  sent  by  all  contractors  to 
leir  MPs. 

I  also  suggest  personal  contact  with 
3ur  MP,  but  asking  his  or  her  help  for 
ifferent  reasons.  We  all  know  that  Mr 
harpe  and  his  team  have  negotiated  a 
Dntract  for  the  benefit  of  the  big  boys, 
id  they  are  obviously  quite  happy  to 
rive  the  "also  rans"  into  total  oblivion. 

To  answer  Mr  Sharpe  point  by  point: 
.  Why  should  community  pharmacists  be 
sked  to  subsidise  the  NHS?  No  GP  or 
irgeon  has  been  asked  to  take  a  salary 
at.  In  any  case  £4m  is  neglible  in  the 
Dntext  of  Government  spending. 
.  Do  you  honestly  believe  that 
apfrogging  would  be  halted  much  less 


stopped  altogether  by  the  new  contract? 
Safeways,  Boots  etc.  are  far  too  powerful. 

c.  I  hardly  think  that  the  compensation 
offered  to  pharmacists  amounts  to 
retirement  with  dignity. 

d.  Is  the  pharmacist  with  low  NHS  turnover 
willing  to  relocate  hundreds  of  miles  to 
open  a  questionably  profitable  business  in 
deepest  Cornwall? 

e.  Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  if  two 
pharmacists  were  available  for 
consultation  by  the  elderly  in  high 
dispensing  businesses?  It  does  not  seem  to 
happen  very  often. 

f.  Out  of  seven  points  made  by  Mr  Sharpe, 
item  /  is  his  only  success  in  the  months  of 
secret  negotiation.  Do  tell  your  MP  that 
you  heartily  concur  with  an  enhanced 
income  for  Essential  Small  Pharmacies. 
Pity  that  the  dispensing  doctors  are  after 
the  same  cash. 

g.  Beware  of  increased  costs  involved 
when  legislation  forces  even  higher 
standards  of  service. 

As  Mr  Sharpe  so  cogently  states,  take 
action  now.  Tell  your  MP  about  your 
problems,  and  how  the  new  contract  would 
have  made  them  far,  far  worse. 
A.  Solomon. 
Douglas,  IoM. 

The  last  straw 

Today  an  exhortation  signed  by  David 
Sharpe  arrived  from  the  PSNC  to  urge  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  obliterate  many  small 
pharmacies. 

There's  not  been  one  word  of  sympathy 
or  regret  from  any  of  our  wealthy  fellow 
pharmacists,  including  all  the 
leapf roggers,  or  from  any  organisations 
which  owe  their  existence  to  pharmacists, 
such  as  the  Society,  NPA  ,  PSNC  and  the 
pharmaceutical  Press. 

Was  it  1956  when  pharmacists  were  100 
per  cent  together  for  the  first  and  last  time? 
Since  then  23,000  chemist  shops  have 
disappeared,  and  more  doctors  have  taken 
on  dispensing. 

I  live  on  my  premises,  a  chemist  shop 
for  over  100  years.  It's  traditional  to  give  a 
24  hour  a  day,  seven  days  a  week  service. 
During  the  past  20  years,  the  doctors  have 
started  dispensing.  I've  been  leapfrogged, 
enclosed  by  supermarkets  who've  taken  my 
counter  trade,  completely  surrounded  by 
five  dispensing  doctors'  practices,  and 
wrapped  up  in  yellow  lines.  Despite  this 
I've  handled  some  100,000  out  of  hours 
transactions.  I've  been  overcharged  by  all 
wholesalers  —  they  all  give  better  terms  to 
the  bigger  shops.  How  many  would  vote 
for  the  new  contract  if  it  banned 
leapfroggers  retrospectively?  The 
compensation  offered  is  less  than  a  year's 
Basic  Practice  Allowance. 


The  closing  of  3,000(?)  small 
pharmacies  will  not  save  the  Government 
much,  for  the  corpses  will  be  picked  over 
by  fattening  chemists  and  dispensing 
doctors.  There  are  several  other  ways  of 
saving  £4m  a  year.  Parallel  import  all 
ethicals,  or  ban  any  one  of  the  overpriced 
(usually  foreign)  "ethicals". 

The  obvious  and  best  way  is  to  close  all 
pharmacies  to  NHS  dispensing  and  let  the 
doctors  do  it  —  much  more  efficient.  It 
would  not  take  a  four  year  apprenticeship 
and  two  or  three  years  at  college  to  train 
staff  to  count  any  number  up  to  say  150. 
There  would  be  no  waste.  Compliance 
packs  would  be  rife.  Under  these 
conditions  the  present  small  written  off 
pharmacies  would  have  to  be  kept  going  to 
dispense  those  "sec.  art"  scripts  which  a  lot 
of  present  day  wealthy  pharmacists  cannot 
interrupt  their  tablet  counting  to  do. 

It  appears  that  David  Sharpe  has 
increased  his  estimate  of  possible  closures 
from  hardly  any  to  possibly  300. 
E.W.  Dixon. 
Bingham,  Notts. 


A  lethal  curse 

The  ancient  art  of  "casting  the  runes"  was 
to  inflict  a  lethal  curse  on  a  willing  victim 
by  disguising  the  malediction  as  a  desired 
blessing.  Thus,  by  offering  us  rational 
location,  the  DHSS  has  exposed  this 
universally  held  ideal  as  the  deeply 
divisive  deceit  it  always  was  and  induced 
resistance  to  the  contract  from  within  the 
profession. 

An  organisation  of  small  contractors  is 
now  crowing  over  the  loss  of  the  only  part 
of  the  contract  that  is  of  use  to  them.  As  an 
alternative  they  are  proposing  a  fantasy  so 
nebulous  that  it  could  well  encompass  the 
very  scheme  that  we  have  just  lost.  I  note 
with  incredulity  that  they  believe 
themselves  capable  of  negotiating  a 
premises  allowance  and  a  very  high  BPA, 
both  of  which  are  items  the  DHSS  will  not 
countenance  under  any  circumstances. 
They  employ  a  publicist  who  is  silent  on 
the  damaging  and  now  highly  public 
charge  that  small  contractors  are  a  waste 
of  NHS  resources.  PSNC  has  already 
encountered  the  negotiating 
consequences  of  this  debacle. 

It  seems  increasingly  likely  that  the 
small  contractors  will  end  up  losing  both 
income  and  protection  as  PSNC  will  be 
hard  pressed  for  reasons  to  oppose  the 
implementation  of  the  rest  of  the  contract. 
What  motivates  groups  to  seek  to 
undermine  the  only  body  which  can  save 
them  from  disaster? 
A.D.  Castell. 
Rainham. 

More  letters  on  p980 
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LETTERS 


Benefit  of 
the  doubt 


It  is  a  little  difficult  to  criticise  Dr  David 
Owen  for  his  statements  to  the  Press, 
resulting  from  his  meeting  with  the  BPA 
(UK).  After  all,  several  attempts  have  been 
made  to  set  up  one  organisation  which 
could  represent  all  pharmacists,  in  the 
manner  of  the  BMA,  for  it  is  widely 
accepted  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
by  the  terms  of  its  charter,  cannot  be 
concerned  with  terms  and  conditions  of 
service. 

My  own  Southend  branch  proposed 
the  establishment  of  something  of  the  sort 
some  years  ago,  and  that  proposal  was 
carried  by  the  Branch  Representatives 
Meeting.  There  is  a  body  of  opinion  within 
the  profession  for,  as  Dr  Owen  said, 
something  like  the  BPA.  Whether  or  not  it, 
as  presently  constituted,  deserves  or  is 
entitled  to  a  seat  at  any  negotiating  table  is 
another  question.  Certainly  one  must 
sympathise  with  Mr  Sharpe  when  he 
questions  the  existence  of  a  "cosy  quango- 
like relationship"  between  PSNC  and 
DHSS.  Any  regular  set  of  negotiators  must 
build  up  some  sort  of  personal  relationship 
between  the  two  sides. 

Would  Dr  Owen  oppose  good  personal 
relationships  between  individual  MPs  in 
the  House  of  Commons?  Apart  from  the 
obvious  relationship  between  the  SDP  and 
Liberals  there  are  plenty  of  examples  of 
cross-party  co-operation,  and  as  a  long- 
time Liberal  supporter  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  this  was  to  be  encouraged. 
M.  lames 
Benfleet 

Leapfrogging 

Xrayser  comments  on  the  "chilling  letter" 
seeking  to  acquire  his  premises  for  a 
pharmacy. 

In  the  Birmingham  area  we  have  had  to 
face  this  problem  for  the  last  four  months 
(since  the  new  contract  was  announced). 
A  local  multiple  has  opened  about  20  new 
pharmacies  adjacent  to,  or  opposite 
established  businesses,  both  private  and 
Boots  branches.  Indeed,  in  one  area  it  has 
opened  on  either  side  of  its  own  existing 
pharmacy  so  that  it  has  four  shops  in  a  one- 
mile  stretch  of  a  quiet  suburban  area. 

One  wonders  about  the  professional 
integrity  of  the  pharmacists  who  will  work 
for  a  company  such  as  this,  which  has 
caused  a  new  spelling  for  the  cancer  in  our 
profession.  It  is  known  locally  as 
Lloydfrogging! 
David  Hibbard 
Birmingham 


A  team  from  the  South  of  England  has  won  the  Numark  Chemist  national  golf  tournament 
for  the  Rennie  Trophy,  held  at  the  El  Saler  course  in  Valencia.  They  are  pictured  with 
ICML's  managing  director  Trevor  Dixon  and  Nicholas  Kiwi's  director  of  marketing  lohn 
Alway,  second  and  third  left.  The  team  left  to  right  are,  Numark  Pharmacists  Bruce  Orman 
and  David  Speight  and  Tim  Dunne,  depot  manager  of  Numark  wholesaler  Herbert 
Ferryman 


Drug  aW 

With  "the  boot"  on  one  foot  and 
"despicable  and  appalling"  on  the  other, 
one  would  imagine  that  Xrayser  (C&D 
November  9)  and  I  are  many  feet  apart.  It 
is  suggested,  however,  in  his  last 
paragraph  that  the  role  of  the  pharmacist 
could  be  in  "giving  advice  as  to  how  they 
(addicts)  could  get  help,  or  pointing  out  to 
parents  and  friends  what  they  must  look  for 
if  they  suspect  drug  abuse"  —  an  aim  with 
which  I  wholeheartedly  agree. 

It  is  precisely  in  this  area  that  I  hope 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  take  the 
initiative  and  in  the  end  perhaps  Xrayser 
and  I  will  have  stimulated  interest  in  the 
pharmacists  role  in  drug  abuse. 
W.  Howarth 
Nottingham 

Most  alarming 

Of  all  the  letters  to  the  Press  over  the 
proposed  formation  of  the  YPG  Nick 
Wood's  is  the  most  alarming.  Firstly  he  fails 
as  a  Council  member  to  recognise  that 
branch  meetings  are  poorly  attended  and 
primarily  involved  in  an  educational  and 
social  role  rather  than  a  professional 
debating  forum. 

Secondly  he  makes  play  on  the  fact  that 
he  has  attended  the  Branch 
Representatives  Meetings.  As  one  who  has 
attended  such  a  meeting  I  can  only  say  that 
it  is  a  democratic  sham.  To  ask  people  to 
discuss  and  vote  on  40  motions  in  one  day 
is  bad  enough,  but  to  be  under  no  direct 
obligation  to  act  upon  the  decisions  made 
is  not  policy-making,  it  is  just  making 
people  think  that  they  are  involved. 
As  a  council  member  does  Mr  Wood 


not  recognise  that  community  pharmacists 
have  few  opportunities  to  discuss  subjects 
such  as  the  hospital  pay  situation? 
Similarly  with  this  new  contract  that  we  are 
told  will  change  pharmacy,  surely  all 
pharmacists,  not  just  PSNC  or  LPC 
members,  should  be  allowed  to  discuss  it. 

The  YPG  aims  to  be  a  talking  and 
debating  shop.  All  pharmacists  will  be 
eligible  to  join;  we  do  not  wish  to  divide  an 
already  ruptured  profession. 

Finally  Mr  Wood,  the  ink  dried  the 
moment  you  registered.  You  had  an  equal 
say  from  then.  As  my  Council  member, 
stop  apologising  and  start  improving  the 
PSGB  —  that  is  why  you  are  there. 
Peter  Joshua 
Gravesend 

———————  

In  the  news... 

I  am  a  little  puzzled  by  coverage  of  the 
Rural  Pharmacists  Association  conference 
in  Chemist  &  Druggist.  As  one  who 
attended  the  meeting  I  met  Mr  Nathan  and 
Mr  Kattan  and  have  no  doubt  that  they 
firmly  believe  in  what  they  are  fighting  for. 

I  take  the  view,  however,  as  do  many 
others,  that  they  may  be  misguided.  What 
really  staggered  me  was  the  prominence 
given  to  the  British  Pharmacists 
Association's  proposals.  In  contrast  very 
little  space  was  given  to  the  contents  of  the 
official  speeches  which  were  both 
interesting  and  informative. 

Those  of  us  who  were  there  know  that 
in  reality  Mr  Nathan  spoke  for  a  very  short 
time  during  questions  and  outlined 
proposals  which  he  admitted  to  me  were 
not  yet  complete.  Please  let  us  have  these 
matters  reported  accurately. 
M.  Smith 
Ivy  Bridge 
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Free  licence  for 
PI  imports? 

'harmacists  who  reap  the  financial 
ienefits  of  dispensing  licensed  or 
nlicensed  parallel  imported  medicines 
re  morally  defrauding  the  NHS  in 
laiming  more  than  they  actually  had  to 
>ay  for  the  product. 

Just  ask  yourself  what  would  happen  if 
harmacists  were  paid  an  "on  cost"  fee 
slated  to  the  parallel  imported  medicine? 

In  the  case  of  dispensing  unlicensed 
arallel  imported  medicines  which  differ 
'om  those  prescribed,  pharmacists  are  in 
reach  of  their  NHS  service  terms  and  the 
amily  Practitioner  Committee  should  take 
ction  against  them.  This  activity  is  on  the 
lcrease  and  damaging  to  all  areas  of  the 
rofession.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
efore  there  is  an  accident... 

Under  the  Medicines  Act  1968,  it  is 
nlawful  for  a  person  to  market  an 
nported  medicinal  product  in  the  UK 
hich  has  not  been  granted  a  product 


licence.  The  Department  of  Health  has  not 
yet  prosecuted  anyone,  although  they  are 
fully  aware  that  importation  of  unlicensed 
products  is  increasing  all  the  time.  In  fact 
products  which  have  been  refused  a 
licence  by  the  Department  are  being 
dispensed  by  pharmacists  in  this  country. 

I  feel  that  the  Society's  Council  has  a 
duty  to  protect  the  public,  and  the 
pharmacist  found  guilty  of  dispensing 
imported  unlicensed  medicines  and 
"aiding  and  abetting"  an  importer  of  such 
products  maybe  in  breach  of  the  rules  of 
professional  conduct. 

Finally,  pharmacists  must  recognise 
that  even  if  they  are  not  guilty  of  these 
activities  the  day  may  come  when  the 
DHSS  will  claw  back  excess  profits  from 
each  and  every  contractor. 

Our  priority  should  be  the  safety  and 
health  of  our  patients,  and  the  safety  of  the 
product  supplied.  Pharmacist's  greed  for 
financial  gain  at  the  expense  of  the  NHS 
must  be  discouraged. 

A.  Tanna 
London  SE22. 


A  solution  to  Mr 
Jenkins  problem 

I  was  most  interested  to  read  Mr  Jenkins 
letter  (C&D  November  9)  expressing  his 
concern  with  the  activities  of  Vestric  and 
Macarthys. 

It  is  well  known  that  both  of  these 
organisations  meet  the  needs  of  dispensing 
doctors.  These  groups  provide  a  direct 
threat  to  the  survival  of  pharmacy. 

There  is,  a  solution  to  this  problem.  All 
independent  pharmacists  should  trade 
with  the  only  national  wholesaler  who  does 
not  deal  with  dispensing  doctors. 

To  those  who  accuse  me  of  having 
green  and  white  eyeballs,  I  say  that  those 
who  trade  with  organisations  supplying 
dispensing  doctors  suffer  from  the  gravest 
form  of  myopia! 

Join  Unichem  —  you  will  enjoy  a  high 
level  of  service  and  a  range  of  benefits 
second  to  none. 
Mike  Smith 
Callington,  Cornwall. 


INSIGNI^T 

The  new  all-over  body  programme  m  W 


display  prize  programme 


NOVEMBER  PRIZE  DRAW  WINNERS 

•  ATARI  130XE  COMPUTER 

David  Salt  Ltd,  Stockwood,  Bristol 

•  TEXAS  T 166  PROGRAMMABLE  CALCULATORS 

St  Botolph's  Pharmacy,  Lincoln 

Shoebury  Pharmacy  Ltd,  Shoeburyness 

R.  S.  Macpherson  MPS.,  Broughty  Ferry,  Angus 

H.  S.  Allen  Ltd,  Alderson  Road,  Sheffield 

North  Town  Pharmacy  Ltd,  Great  Yarmouth 

D.  T.  Evans  Ltd,  Margate 

J.  A.  Woodside  MPS.,  Ballymena,  Co  Antrim 

A.  J.  Rbnes  MPS.,  London  N17 

N.  W.  Shilling,  Marychurch,  Torquay 

Val  Murray  Ltd,  Preston 


#  REMEMBER 

You  must  have  the  Range 
Merchandiser  on  display  when  we  call 
to  present  your  prize. 

#  Keep  your  Merchandiser  looking 
good!  If  you  run  low  on  stock  call  the 
Insignia  Hotline  on  091-237 1231. 

#  Watch  out  for  the  next  Prize  Draw 
Winners  announcement  in  December! 


Shulton  (GB)  Ltd, 

Shulton  House,  Alexandra  Court, 

Wokingham,  Berks.  RG11  2SN 
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BUSINESS  NEWS" 


Sunday  trading:  the 
great  debate  continues 


The  Shops  Bill,  which  permits 
Sunday  trading  and  allows 
unrestricted  opening  hours  on 
weekdays,  will  have  its  second 
reading  debate  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  Tuesday. 

While  the  Government  is  confident  of 
getting  the  Bill  through  it  expects  to 
encounter  strong  opposition  from  Peers  in 
all  quarters  of  the  House,  and  not  least 
from  the  Bishops'  Bench. 

The  Bishop  of  London  (Dr  Graham 
Leonard)  has  acknowledged  the  case  for 
reforming  the  existing  law  on  Sunday 
trading,  but  insists  that  the  total  abolition 
of  all  restrictions  is  not  acceptable. 

The  Bill  provides  for  the  repeal  of  part 
one  of  the  Shops  Act  1950,  which  requires 
shops  to  close  early  one  day  a  week  and 
prescribes  general  evening  closure  hours; 
and  also  for  the  repeal  of  the  section  of  the 
Act  which  requires  shops  generally  to  be 
closed  on  Sundays  in  England  and  Wales, 
and  limits  the  items  which  may  be  sold. 

Shop  workers  in  employment  before 
the  Bill  becomes  law  would  acquire  the 
statutory  right  not  to  be  dismissed  or  have 
any  other  action  taken  against  them  for 
refusing  to  work  on  Sundays. 

The  implications  of  the  Shops  Act 
remain  as  controversial  as  ever,  as  was 
revealed  at  an  Institute  of  Fiscal  Studies 
conference  after  the  bill. 

The  Government  claims  it  brings 
freedom  of  choice  back  to  the  High  Street. 
But  the  IFS  says  some  retailers  will  go  out 
of  business  although  in  the  long  run  it  will 
be  good  for  the  industry.  And  the 
shopworkers  union  USDAW  is  concerned 
that  employees  will  be  forced  to  work  long 
hours  and  are  having  their  rights  eroded. 

These  points  were  put  to  Home  Office 
Minister  David  Waddington  at  the 
conference.  But  he  said  the  changes  are 
necessary  because  the  existing  law  is  a 
mess-"riddled  with  anomalies."  Freedom 
was  the  key  word  in  the  new  provisions. 
"Freedom  to  shop  late  or  on  a  Sunday  but 
also  the  freedom  to  open  on  Sunday,"  he 
said. 

He  dismissed  the  fears  of  the  "Keep 
Sunday  Special"  campaign,  saying  that 
the  traditional  nature  of  the  day  remains 
unaffected  in  Scotland  where  shops 
already  open  on  Sundays.  Mr  Waddington 
also  tried  to  reassure  retailers  who  fear  that 
the  extra  day's  trading  will  drive  them  out 
of  business.  He  quoted  a  Swedish  survey 
which  claimed  3,000  small  businesses 


there  own  their  existence  to  the  1972 
deregulation  of  shop  hours. 

But  "Sunday  trading  will  reduce  the 
size  of  the  retail  sector,"  according  to  the 
latest  IFS  report.  Less  efficient  retailers 
will  go  to  the  wall  because  of  the  increase 
in  competition.  The  Institute  thinks  costs 
will  rise  by  more  than  sales  because  of  the 
present  premium  on  Sunday  wages.  So 
capacity  will  decrease  and  retail 
employment  will  fall  by  about  1  per  cent  — 
streamlining  the  retail  sector. 

Full-time  job  losses  could  be  as  high  as 
30,000,  as  shops  shift  to  more  part-time 
workers,  argued  USDAW.  Deputy  general 
secretary  lohn  Flood  said  it  worried  him 
that  the  Government  had  ignored  so  many 
of  the  Auld  Committee's  recommendations 
on  employee  protection.  "The  High  Street 
price  for  freedom  is  the  future  welfare  of 
shopworkers,"  he  said. 

The  Auld  Committee  sa*d  legal 
protection  of  workers'  terms  and 
conditions  of  employment  should  be 
preserved.  But  the  Government  plans  to 
prune  the  powers  of  the  Wages  Councils 
who  set  minimum  wage  rates  for 
shopworkers.  This  could  mean  the  Sunday 
premium  could  go,  according  to  Frances 
Caimcross  from  The  Economist,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Auld  Committee. 

"This  isn't  what  we  suggested  and  it 
seems  rather  curious  to  me  that  a 
Government  which  is  stripping  away 
Wages  Council  protection  from  young 
workers  should  at  the  same  time  be  writing 
protection  for  them  into  the  new  Act,  but 
not  writing  it  in  for  adults  who  are  to 
remain  protected  by  the  Wages  Council." 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association's  director  Tim  Astill  said  it 
welcomed  the  removal  of  young  workers 
from  Wages  Council  protection  and  the 
restriction  of  its  powers  to  minimum 
wages.  There  are  no  loint  Industrial 
Council  rulings  on  Sunday  premiums  but 
most  pharmacists  are  responsible 
employers,  he  said,  and  will  pay 
"something  extra." 

The  NPA  supports  the  "Keep  Sunday 
Special"  campaign  and  does  not  wish  to 
see  Sunday  become  just  an  ordinary 
trading  day  with  workers  paid  no  extra  for 
working  "unsociable  hours."  Sunday 
should  stay  a  special  case,  Mr  Astill  said. 

About  80%  of  retailers  would  open  on 
Sundays  if  the  wage  premium  was  reduced 
from  double  time  to  time-and-a-half, 
according  to  IFS  figures.  This  is  much 
more  than  the  Government  has  allowed  for 


IBM 


A  sign  of  things  past? 


in  its  argument  that  Sunday  trading  will 
not  make  much  difference  to  the  High 
Street  or  cost  local  authorities  more  in 
providing  necessary  services. 
□  A  group  of  Labour  MPs  have  tabled  a 
Parliamentary  motion  calling  on  the 
Government  to  move  that  the  Shops  Bill 
takes  into  consideration  the  social  and 
economic  as  well  as  the  employment 
aspect  of  the  lives  of  the  2.2  million  people 
employed  in  Britain's  retail  and 
commercial  sector.  The  leading 
signatories  of  the  motion  include  Ray 
Powell  and  Tom  Tomey,  two  Labour  MPs 
who  are  sponsored  by  USDAW. 

Sangers  Photo: 
changes  coming? 

Sangers  Photographic  wholesalers 
have  been  reported  as  favourites  to 
receive  a  takeover  bid  this  month. 
And  managing  director  Frank 
Hatton  says:  "It  won't  be  long  at  all 
before  all  is  revealed"  about  recent 
developments. 

Most  of  the  wholesalers'  shares  are 
owned  by  Pavion  International  — 
previously  called  Sangers  before  they 
bought,  and  took  the  name  of,  the  US 
cosmetics  company  earlier  in  the  year  (see 
C&D  lanuary  26,  p200).  A  report  in  the 
Daily  Express  suggested  Pavion  might  buy 
out  the  minority,  but  Mr  Hatton  said: 
"Someone  is  barking  up  the  wrong  tree." 

Another  possibility,  offered  in  the 
report  as  the  most  likely  event,  is  that 
Pavion  might  be  about  to  sell  off  their 
stake.  "In  a  public  company  there  are  a 
number  of  shares,"  said  Mr  Hatton,  "and 
these  shares  do  move  from  one  place  to 
another,  from  time  to  time." 

Sangers  Photographic 's  half-year 
results  for  1985  showed  operating  profits  of 
£289,000  —  a  fall  from  £390,000  in  1984. 
Pavion's  pre-tax  profits  were  £1.7m,  up 
from  £228,000  in  1984  (see  October  26, 
P772). 
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Beecham  set  to  buy 
Revlon  OTC  business? 


ieecham  are  holding  talks  in 
Lmerica  with  supermarket  chain 
'antry  Pride  about  buying  the 
lorcliff  Thayer  business,  previously 
art  of  the  Revlon  group. 

Florida-based  Pantry  Pride  bought  the 
)TC  product  manufacturers  along  with 
levlon  earlier  this  month  (see  C&D 
fovember  9,  p872).  Norcliif  Thayer  and 
le  chemicals  business  Reheis  were  to 
ave  gone  to  American  Home  Products  for 
350m  before  Revlon  were  taken  over  by 
antry  Pride.  A  report  in  the  Financial 
'itnes  suggests  that  the  supermarket  chain 
■ould  like  to  sell  the  two  subsidiaries 
>gether,  but  that  a  $400m  price, 


outbidding  AHP,  would  put  "considerable 
strain"  on  Beecham.  They  are  reported  to 
want  Norcliff  Thayer  for  about  $280m. 

This  news  comes  shortly  after  the  shock 
resignation  of  Beecham  chairman  Sir 
Ronald  Halstead  (see  C&D  last  week) .  The 
Financial  Times  emphasises  Sir  Ronald's 
background  in  consumer  products,  and 
suggests  that  this  sector,  expected  to 
provide  profits  growth  and  fund  drug 
development,  has  been  "letting  the  group 
down."  Sir  Ronald  is  said  to  have 
approved  the  buy  before  resigning. 

The  FT  also  speculates  that  Beecham 
may  attract  a  takeover  bid,  and  that 
buying  US  companies  might  make  this 
more  difficult. 


Generic  activity: 
nore  enter  fray 

he  Sterling- Winthrop  Group  are 
lunching  a  range  of  OTC  and 
rescription  generics  through  a  new 
ivision,  Sterwin  Medicines,  the 
lird  newcomers  to  the  market  in  as 
lany  weeks. 
Sterwin  Medicines'  OTC  blister  packs 
paracetamol  in  24s,  50s  and  100s  and 
;pirin  24s  and  96s  —  will  carry  the  slogan 

ood  medicines  —  Good  value"  which, 
ie  company  says,  summarises  the  new 
ivision's  operating  plans.  Packaging  is 
esigned  to  convey  high  quality  and  value 
r  money  to  the  customer,  and  the 
Dmpany  promises  competitive  trade 
argins. 

On  the  prescription  side,  Sterwin 
.edicines  are  marketing  a  range  of  packs 
paracetamol,  aspirin,  co-codamol  and 
j-codamol  dispersible.  The  new  division 
so  plans  a  contract  manufacturing 
asiness. 

Ethical  Generics  are  a  new  company 
ased  in  Ely,  initially  presenting  39 
fferent  generic  drugs  in  77 
resentations,  all  labelled  with  the  product 
ime  and  colour  coded  strength.  The 
>mpany  offers  a  Securicor  delivery 
rvice  from  depots  in  Scotland,  the 
idlands  and  the  South  East  with  a 
1-hour  telephone  ordering  service  back- 

AAH  have  set  up  a  generic 
anufacturing  company,  in  the  shape  of 
lllcross  Pharmaceuticals.  The  company 
arted  trading  with  azathioprine, 
noxycillin,  flucloxacillin,  tamoxifen, 
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spironolactone  and  a  big  volume 
paracetamol  1,000  pack.  "We  ultimately 
aim  to  be  a  full  scale  generic  supplier," 
joint  purchasing  co-ordinator  Chris 
Rawstron  told  C&D,  but  initially  Hillcross 
will  supply  only  A  AH  Group  wholesalers. 

Tirm'  measures 

The  Enterprise  Allowance  Scheme 
is  being  expanded  to  take  in  15.000 
extra  places,  as  part  of  Employment 
Secretary  Lord  Young's  scheme  for 
growth  in  the  small  firms  sector. 

An  extra  £17m  is  planned  to  take  the 
scheme  up  to  80,000  places  in  1986-87, 
and  the  unemployment  qualifying  period 
will  go  down  from  13  to  eight  weeks. 

Other  points  in  the  programme  include 
"greatly  increased  support"  for  local 
enterprise  agencies,  with  up  to  £2 '/2m 
available  in  the  next  two  years;  and  an 
extension  of  the  Loan  Guarantee  Scheme 
to  April  1986.  This  will  give  time  for 
consideration  of  the  scheme's  long  term 
future,  says  the  Department  of 
Employment. 

These  and  other  measures  mean  a 
£600m  spending  increase  since  last 
Autumn.  The  Department  plans  to  offset 
this  rise  by  reducing  Redundancy  Fund 
spending.  New  legislation,  to  be 
introduced  later  in  the  Parliamentary 
Session,  will  end  the  system  of  sharing 
statutory  redundancy  costs  through  Fund 
rebates,  except  for  small  firms  with  under 
ten  employees.  Employees  made 
redundant  will  have  to  go  to  an  Industrial 
Tribunal  if  payment  is  refused,  or  to  the 
Department  of  Employment's  Fund  if  their 
employers  cannot  pay. 


Vestric's  nineteenth  annual  branch 
managers'  conference  was  held  at  Irvine's 
Hospitality  Inn  this  year,  chaired  by 
operations  director  John  Baseley.  The  1985 
branch  cup  went  to  Leeds,  for  the  year's 
best  sales  and  profits.  Chris  Woods, 
hospital  services  manager  (left)  and  Rees 
Thomas,  branch  manager  were  presented 
with  the  cup  by  AAH  executive  director, 
Mr  Revell  (right) 


New  VAT  scheme 
for  retail 

HM  Customs  and  Excise  have 
introduced  changes  to  the  VAT 
retail  scheme,  to  benefit  small 
traders.  These  schemes  are 
designed  to  help  retail  traders 
calculate  their  VAT  liability, 
particularly  where  supplies  at 
different  tax  rates  are  being  made. 

Where  a  new  business  wishes  to 
change  a  scheme  retrospectively,  this  will 
be  allowed  for  any  period  up  to  the  date  of 
the  first  inspection  visit  by  a  VAT  officer 
which,  normally,  will  be  within  18  months 
of  the  trader  being  registered  for  VAT. 
Other  traders  whose  annual  turnover  is 
below  £120,000  will  now  be  allowed  to 
apply  to  change  retail  schemes  at  any 
time,  with  retrospective  calculation  of  tax 
due  up  to  a  maximum  of  three  years, 
subject  to  certain  conditions.  No  refunds 
of  tax  arising  from  retrospective  scheme 
changes  will  be  made  unless  the  sum  due 
exceeds  an  average  of  £50  a  year. 
Applications  to  change  scheme  should  be 
made  to  the  local  VAT  office. 

A  spokesman  for  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  said  these 
changes  are  unlikely  to  affect  VAT  retail 
schemes  for  pharmacists. 

The  following  new  and  revised  VAT 
publications  have  been  issued:  VAT  notes 
(no  2)  1985-86  —  details  of  recently  issued 
and  impending  VAT  notices  and  leaflets. 
This  edition  includes  changes  in  methods 
of  making  repayments  of  VAT,  revised 
value  limits  for  retail  exports  and  VAT  on 
pet  food.  Amendment  2  to  notice  700, 
"The  VAT  Guide"  —  details  of  changes  to 
the  VAT  system  effective  from  July  25, 
1985  and  a  revised  version  of  the  index. 
Amendment  1  to  VAT  leaflet  701/39A/84 
"VAT  Liability  Law".  Changes  in  VAT 
liability  law  up  to  September  1,  1985. 
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COMING  EVENTS! 


Vestric  expand 
in  East  Anglia 


Vestric  are  expanding  in  East 
Anglia,  in  an  agreement  with 
wholesale  distributors  Grim  wade, 
Ridley  &  Co  of  Ipswich, 

Under  the  terms  of  the  deal,  Vestric 
are  buying  certain  assets  and  the  goodwill 
of  Grimwade,  Ridley's  pharmaceutical 
business.  They  will  then  have  the  use  of  the 
Ipswich  warehouse,  and  LINK  order  entry 
facilities  will  be  available  to  Grimwade, 
Ridley  customers. 

Commenting  on  the  buy,  Vestric 
managing  director  Peter  Worling  said: 
"East  Anglia  has  been  the  one  area  of  the 
country  where  we  have  not  been  able  to 
provide  a  full  service.  With  this  new  base 
we  will  be  introducing  an  enhanced 
delivery  service  to  community  pharmacists 
and  hospitals". 

The  agreement  should  be  completed 
on  November  29. 

Vestric  are  owned  by  AAH  Holdings 
pic. 


Monday,  November  25 

Swindon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  at  The  Kings 
Arms  Hotel,  Wood  Street,  Swindon,  at  8pm.  Det.  Insp.  Legge 
on  "Drug  abuse,  glue  smifing  and  their  effects." 
Leicestershire  Professional  Organisations  Association, 

Leicester  Royal  Infirmary,  Postgraduate  Medical  Centre  at 
8pm.  First  of  the  two  lectures  by  stalf  from  School  of  Pharmacy 
on  Innovation  in  Dosage  Design. 

Tuesday,  November  26 

Barking  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Academic  Centre, 
Oldchurch  Hospital,  Romford  at  7.30pm.  Mr  Nick  Wood,  PSGB 
Council  member,  on  "Private  Hospital  Pharmacy  Lost  Cause  or 
Golden  Opportunity?" 

Wednesday,  November  27 

Ipswich  and  East  Suffolk  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  The  Trafalgar  Room,  Great  White  Horse  Hotel, 
Tavem  Street,  Ipswich  at  7.30pm.  Mr  T.P.  Astill,  Director,  NPA 
will  be  the  speaker. 

West  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  working 
dinner,  The  London  West  Hotel,  Lillie  Road,  London  at  7.30pm 
for  8pm.  Mr  Raymond  Dickinson,  deputy  secretary  PSGB  and 
Mr  John  Kirby,  PSNC,  will  talk  on  "The  College  of  Pharmacy 
and  The  Contract."  £15  per  head.  Tickets  from  P.  Modasia 
(01-946  0414). 

Thursday,  November  28 

Hull  Pharmacists'  Association,  Members'  dinner, 
Postgraduate  Centre,  Hull  Royal  Infirmary,  Anlaby  Road,  Hull 
at  7.00pm  for  7.15pm.  DrT.G.  Booth,  PSGB  president,  guest 
speaker. 

Ayrshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Piersland  House 
Hotel,  Troon  at  8pm.  P.  Crees  on  "Community  Pharmacy  — 
Soviet  Style." 

Bath  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  School  of  Pharmacy, 
Bath  University  at  8pm.  Mr  A.J.  Clatworthy,  senior  scientific 


officer,  Metropolitan  Police  Laboratory,  on  "Science  and 
Crime" 


Saturday,  November  30 

Lanarkshire  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  annual  dinner 
and  dance,  The  Crystal's  Suite,  The  Bruce  Hotel,  East  Kilbnde 
at  7.30pm  for  8pm.  Tickets  £12.50  from  Mr  E.  Mallinson,  0698 
281313. 


Advance  Information 

The  Young  Pharmacists'  Group.  Bruntslield  Hotel,  Bruntsfield 

Place,  Edinburgh,  on  December  8  at  3.30pm. 

Industrial  Pharmacists  Group,  PSGB,  1  Lambeth  High  Street, 

London,  on  December  11.  "Pharmaceutical  Formulation 

Technology."  Applications  no  later  than  December  4  to  above 

address. 

The  Society  for  Drug  Research,  School  of  Pharmacy, 
Brunswick  Sguare,  London  on  December  12  at  9.00am. 
Symposium  on  Senile  Demantia  of  the  Alzheimer  Type.  Fee  £10. 
Applications  to  SDR  Secretanat,  c/o  Institute  of  Biology,  20 
Queensbery  Place,  London.  Inquiries  to  Barbara  Cavilla  on 
01-5818333. 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists,  Britannia  Rmgway  Hotel, 
Manchester  on  January  28-29.  Teach-in  on  "colour  in  cosmetics 
and  toiletries."  Details  from  the  Secretary,  Society  of  Cosmetic 
Scientists,  Delaport  House,  57  Guildford  Street,  Luton,  Beds 
LU1 2NL 


Society  of  Apothecaries.  Faculty  of  the  History  and  Philosophy 
of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Blackinars 
Lane,  London,  Tuesday,  December  10  at  5.30pm.  Dr  John  Guilt 
on  ,lBibhcal  ills  and  remedies"  Tea  and  buffet  supper  will  be 
provided   Space  is  limited,  therefore.  Those  attending  should 
inform  Jenny  Botsford  on  01-248  4254  or  the  Clerk  to  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  at  the  above  address. 


iCLASSIFIE 


=== 


marspec 

■SHOPFITTING  LTD 


Attractive  modular  shopfittings  at 

competitive  prices. 
For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy 
design. 

Telephone:  0392  216606 

Unit4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton, 
Exeter,  De^ 


shonfittm 


0761  418941 


Creators  and  Manufacturers  of  Individual 
Environments  for theGPrbfessionalcPharmacy 


SALES  0FFICE:  HALLATRDW  ROAD.  PAULTON ,  AVON 


LEXDRUM 

0626834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
-  SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 
■""IB-  Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

™  0626  834077 


C 


Lux  L 


•UX  LINE 

SHOPFITTERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACY 

REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS,  SHOPFRONTS, 
ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE,  NPA  &  NUMARK  APPROVED. 
SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 

LUXLINE  LTD 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 
TEL; 0525-381356 


Quality  and  original  Continental  Systems  plus  total  package  NPA 
recommended  NO  system  matches  UMDASCH  for  quality. 

Prices  pleasantly  competitive. 
See  for  yourself... there's  no  obligation. 

Apeils  Systems  Ltd,  Unit  P,  Kingsway  Trading  Estate, 
Kingsway,  Luton,  Bedfordshire.  Ring  Luton  (0582)457111 

NOW! 
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Announcements 


ATTENTION 
ALL  CHEMISTS 

It  has  come  to  our  notice  that  due  to  our  really  competitive 
prices  rumours  and  untruths  about  us  are  being  circulated. 
We  would,  however,  like  to  reassure  you  that:  — 

1 .  We  are  operating  entirely  within  the  guidelines  laid  down  by 
the  Dept.  of  Health  &  Social  Security  and  with  their  full 
knowledge. 

2.  Our  licence  applications  are  being  processed,  the  same  as 
those  of  our  competitors. 

3.  We  do  not  sell  either  Adalat  or  Tagamet  from  Spain  under 
the  pretence  of  it  being  German. 

4.  Our  deliveries  are  legally  imported  into  the  UK. 

5.  Our  wholesale  dealers  Licence  No.  is  WL/6792/001 

Furthermore,  we  reiterate  that:  — 

A.  Our  prices  are  simple  and  straightforward 

B.  Our  prices  are  guaranteed  and  not  subject  to  variations 
without  notice 

C.  There  are  no  surcharges  for  delivery,  however  small 

We  do  not  cover  up  our  cake  with  icing  but  let  you  see 
what  you're  getting. 

WE  ARE  OF  COURSE  EUROPHARM 

on  0903  213303  and  061  833  9592 
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Stock  lor  Sale/Wanted 


CHRISTMAS  TRADE  SHOW 

PERFUMES  &GIFTSETS 

WE  HAVE  IN  STOCK  FOR  TRADE  SHOW  CUSTOMERS 
ARAMIS,  PACO,  CHANEL,  LAUDER,  ANAIS 

KODAK  FILM  15%  OFF  FOR  TRADE  SHOW  ONLY 

SUNDAY  1st  DECEMBER  10am-5pm 

£22.00  WORTH  OF  PERFUMES  FREE  WITH 
EACH  ORDER  OVER  £300*  DURING  TRADE  SHOW 

WEST  LONDON  LTD 

397  ACTON  LANE,  ACTON,  LONDON  W3    01  -993  6409 


("EXCLUDES  KODAK  FILM 
AND  SPECIAL  OFFER  ITEMS) 


(WE  ARE  AT  THE  JUNCTION  OF  ACTON  LANE  AND  ACTON  HIGH  STREET,  BESIDE 

THETOWN  HALL) 


GIFT  COFFRETS  IN  ARAMIS,  PACO,  ANAIS,  R0CHAS, 
CARDIN  AND  WORTH  FROM  £6.50 

IF  YOU  ARE  UNABLE  TO  ATTEND  PLEASE 
TELEPHONE  FOR  A  PRICE  LIST  AND  SPECIAL 
OFF  PRICES. 


Appointments 


The  Tunbridge  Wells 
Nuffield  Hospital 

PHARMACISTS 

The  Tunbridge  Wells  Nuffield  Hospital  is  one  of 
33  acute  surgical  hospitals  in  the  largest  British 
independent  hospital  group. 

With  the  opening  of  extended  theatre  and  ward 
facilities,  a  Pharmacy  Department  is  being  added  to 
the  hospital,  for  which  we  require  2  part-time 
Pharmacists  with  recent  hospital  experience. 

Sharing  a  39  hour  week  Monday  to  Saturday, 
you  will  provide  a  full  pharmacy  service  to  hospital 
patients.  This  will  involve  working  full-time  during 
periods  of  holiday  and  sickness.  As  part  of  a  caring 
hospital  team,  you  will  share  in  the  friendly  and  relaxed 
but  professional  atmosphere  of  our  hospital, 
monitoring  the  control  of  drugs  and  advising 
consultants  and  nursing  staff. 

Pay  scales  are  related  to  Whitley  and  benefits 
include  free  meals  on  duty,  pension  transferable  with 
the  NHS  and  free  life  assurance. 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  and  perhaps  visit 
our  hospital,  please  telephone  Matron, 
Miss  K  Edwards  on  0892  31111. 
The  Tunbridge  Wells  Nuffield  Hospital, 
Kingswood  Road,  Tunbridge  Wells  TN2  4UL. 


Nuffield  Hospitals 
British  health  care  at  its  best 


Chemist  &  Druggist 
gets  results 


r 


PERFUMES 
& 

COSMETICS 

PROBABLY  THE 
WIDEST  RANGE  OF 

BRANDED 
& 

NON  BRANDED 
LINES 

SHURE 
ENTERPRISES  LTD 

5/7  GREAT  EASTERN 
STREET,  LONDON  EC2 
TEL:  247  3122/9293 

Timings: 
Mon-Fri  10.00-6.30 
Saturday:  Closed 
Sunday  9.30-2.30 


E 


Labels 


Order*  dispatchcc 
within  t'4  days  °\ 


IPlRlilNITIlMGI 


051- 

236  9438 

17-19  Gascoyne  St. 
Liverpool  L3  6BS. 


FASHION 
JEWELLERY 

Mrs.  S.  Dezsofi  (former  Jodez 
Ltd.)  has  the  latest  Christmas 

lines  available  now  in: 
Diamante  Brooches,  Ear-rings, 
Pearls,  Beads,  Sample  parcels 
from  £10,  promptest  attention. 
Phone:  061-795  7515  or  write: 
2  Haslam  Court,  Singleton  Road, 
Salford,  Manchester  M7  0LU. 


D.E.  FOR  DISCOUNT 
GENERICS 

500  Erythromycim  250mg 
25%  discount  £18.70 
250  Temazepam  20mg 
33%  discount  £10.40 
100  Glibenclamide  5mg 
68%  discount  £3.00 
100  Spironolactone  100mg 
50%  discount  £12.00 

FOR  SPECIAL  OFFER  DETAILS  TELEPHONE 
(06614)  2253  D.E.  PHARMACEUTICALS, 
MAIN  STREET,  WYLAM, 
NORTHUMBERLAND  NE41  8AB. 


A  wide  range  of  branded  perfumes, 
toiletries  and  sundries  available. 

Contact: 
D  M.  WHOLESALE  SUPPLIES  LTD, 
UNIT  B, 

277  ABBEYDALE  ROAD,  WEMBLEY, 
MIDDXHA01WQ. 
Tel:  01-991  2522 

for  our  current  price  list. 

Open:  MON-FRI  WamSpm.  SAT  St 
SUN  10am-4pm 
Please  note  our  change  of  address 
and  telephone  number. 


FRENCH  AND 
ENGLISH  PERFUMES 

Wanted  for  home  and  export.  We 

guarantee  discretion  and 
confidentiality.  Any  quantity  large 
or  small.  Prompt  payment. 
FGM  COSMETICS  LTD 
061-833  9652  or  telex 
665941  FGM  G 


986 


Chemist  & 


Druggist  23  November  1985 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


The  Hut  off  the  New  Generation  from 
John  Richardson  Compuieri 


A  New  low  Coit  Disc  System  based  on  the  AM1IDAD  CPC 

BASED  ON  THE  POWERFUL  NEW  AMSTRAD  CPC6128.  THIS  LATEST  ADVANCE  FROM  THE 
MARKET  LEADERS  COMBINES  THE  UNRIVALLED  RICHARDSON  NAME  FOR  QUALITY  WITH 
THE  UNDOUBTED  CONVENIENCE  OF  A  DISC-BASED  SYSTEM  —  PRODUCING  A  SUPERB  NEW 
LABELLER  AT  AN  INCREDIBLY  LOW  PRICE! 


SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY  OFFER  WHILE  STOCKS  LAST! 

free  computer  accessories  package  worth  up  to  £  200 ! 


*  New,  advanced  easy  to  use  program 

*  Massive  128K  memory 

*  Disc-based  for  extra  speed  and  flexibility 

*  Drug  capacity  of  up  to  1 500 

*  Unrivalled  speed  of  label  production 

*  Automatic  warnings  in  line  with  official 
recommendations 

*  Automatic  re  order  facility  in  memory 

*  Automatic  black  list  warning 

*  Drug  usage  information 

*  Generic  and  brand  names  both  on  file 

*  Drug  interaction  facility 

*  All  data  easily  amended  if  required 

*  Complex  dosage  instructions  easily 
stored,  and  recalled  when  needed 
with  a  simple  code 


'  Help'  facility  for  new  staff  or 
locums  to  look  up  codes 
whilst  labelling 
Many  other  potential  uses  e  g 
communications  via  a  modem 
with  Prestel  etc 
Capacity  for  further  program 
enhancement  e  g  automatic 
ordering 

■  Wide  range  of  other  business 
software  available 
Automatic  PIP,  Link  or 
Prosper  codes 
NPA  recommended 


YET  ANOTHER  FIRST  FROM  JOHN  RICHARDSON  —  THE 
FIRST  NAME  IN  COMPUTER  APPLICATIONS  FOR 
PHARMACY.  FOR  DETAILS.  OR  A  DEMONSTRATION. 
PLEASE  TELEPHONE  OUR  SALES  OFFICE  ON  0772-323763 


n 


FDEEPOII  Preston  PBf  SBD  Tel.  Off  1  JlMfcJ 

One  Further  ifep  Ahead  i 
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Stock  for  Sale 


GENERICS 


PACK 

100 
100 
500 
250 
500 
250 
100 


PRODUCT 

Amoxycillin  250mg  —  Clamoxyl 
Amoxycillin  500mg  —  Clamoxyl 
Temazepam  10mg  capsules  —  green 
Temazepam  20mg  capsules  —  green 
Ampicillin  250mg  capsules 
Naproxen  250mg  tablets 
Naproxen  500mg  tablets 


OUR  PRICE 

12.13 
23.91 

Too  good  to  print 

Too  good  to  print 

12.75 

19.74 

15.79 


YOUR  SAVING 

27%  • 
28%  • 


25%  ' 

20% 

20% 


ITEMS  MARKED  •  ADD  5%  SETTLEMENT  DISCOUNT  FOR  PROMPT  PAYMENT 

HIGH  PROFITS  -  QUALITY  GENERICS 
TELEPHONE:  0264  50733 

54  SOUTH  WAY, 

WALWORTH  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE, 
ANDOVER,  HAMPSHIRE  SP10  5BL 


EUROCHEM 


Take  a  Park  Computer 
labeller  on  14  day  Free  trial, 
and  find  out  how  good  it  is 


Then  you  can  trade  in  your  old  computer 
or  typewriter. 

Contact  David  Coleman,  or  Mike  Spnnce  MPS 


imaa 

BBEBffiB  _ 

PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD.  17- 19  Gascoyne  Street,  Liverpool  L3  6BS  051-236  9438  I  NPA 

Systems  from  £650  up  to  £1 195  for  the  new  Disk-Based  /APPROVED 
System  800  Prices  include  10%  NPA  rebate  VAT  excluded. 


C  FILMS  KODAK  TUDOR  FLASH  FILMS 
O 
S 
M 
E 
T 
I 

C 

s 


STOCKISTS  OF  WELL  KNOWN  BRANDS  OF  PERFUMES/ 
COSMETICS/  CHEMIST  SUNDRIES  KODAK  FILMS. 
WIDEST  SELECTION  IN  TOWN. 


Gift  sets  now  available 
PASCO'S  COSMETIC  SALES  FOR  PRICE  LISTS 

425C  HARROW  ROAD  Tel:  01-960  0319 

LONDON  W104RE  01-960  5752 

Telex:  8813271  Open  Mon-Fri  9.30am-5.30pm 

Next  day  delivery  service  Sun  9.30am-3.00pm 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


PERFUMES 


Equipment  ior  Sale 


KIS  PHOTO  MINILAB 

Complete  in  store  film  processing  unit,  cost  £25,000. 

Price  £12,500.  Only  one  year  old.  Shop  closure 
forces  sale.  Manufacturers  warranty  and  finance  can 
be  arranged. 

Telephone:  Halstead  (0787)  477036 
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Area  elections 
or  Scotland 


Pharmacists  in  Scotland  employed 
full-time  by  chemist  contractors  can 
take  part  in  the  elections  for  Area 
Pharmaceutical  Committees,  if 
their  names  are  on  the  list  of 
electors  prepared  by  the  Returning 
Officer. 

Employers  have  been  asked  by  Health 
Boards  to  give  the  necessary  information 
about  their  own  employees.  If  this  has  not 
been  sent,  pharmacist  employees  should 
send  the  following  information  to  the 
Returning  Officer,  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  EH1  3HU,  not  later  than 
January  10,  1986:  — 

a)  Full  name  and  private  address 

b)  Employer's  name  and  address 

c)  Health  Board  Area  in  which 
employed 

This  does  not  apply  to  chemist 
contractors;  there  will  be  a  separate 
election  for  representatives  of  contractors. 
The  particulars  for  compiling  electoral 
lists  are  already  available. 


The  Italian 
connection 

Head  of  department  and  Professor 
of  Biopharmacy  at  Chelsea  John 
Gorrod,  has  been  appointed  a 
visiting  Professor  at  the  University 
of  Ban.  Italy. 

This  renews  Professor  Gorrod's 
connection  with  Bari,  where  he  worked  as 
a  research  fellow  in  biochemistry  in  1964. 
He  has  recently  returned  from  the 
University  after  spending  three  weeks 
lecturing  to  medical  students  on  Drug 
Metabolism  and  Toxicology. 

Unichem  recruit 

Pharmacist  Peter  Brown  from  South 
Shields  is  the  latest  recruit  for 
Unichem's  North  Regional 
committee. 

Mr  Brown  has  previously  worked  in 
industry  and  hospitals  and  is  currently 
studying  the  uses  of  computers  for 
financial  control  and  forecasting  within 
the  pharmaceutical  business. 


John  Bamett,  FPS,  the  first-ever  international  director  of  Farley  Health  Products,  has 
retired  after  four  years  with  Farley's  and  more  than  36  years  with  the  Glaxo  Group. 
Thanking  him  for  his  enthusiasm  and  hard  work  managing  director  Alan  Macfarlane  (third 
from  right)  presented  him  with  a  huge  album  of  signatures  and  a  camera  and  accessories, 
watched  by  fellow  directors  (from  the  left)  Charles  Barker,  Alex  Mettler,  Emyr  Williams 
and  Robin  Macdonald.  Mr  Bamett  has  also  been  a  director  of  Glaxo  Laboratories, 
Laboratoires  Glaxo  France  and  Farley  Health  Products  (Ireland)  Ltd 


Oxford  CPP 
group  launched 

A  study  group  is  being  formed  in  the 
Oxford  NHS  Region  foi  College  of 
Pharmacy  Practice  student  members. 

The  inaugural  meeting  is  to  take  place 
on  November  26,  6.30  for  7pm,  in  the 
small  committee  room,  level  3  of  the  John 
Radcliffe  Hospital,  Oxford.  Those  wishing 
to  attend  should  contact  Mike  Beaman, 
DPLO.  Tel  01-952  2381  ext  328). 

Although  the  group  is  primarily  for 
those  in  the  Oxford  Region,  meetings  are 
open  to  others  who  find  the  venue 
convenient. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Chemical  Industries  Association:  the 

following  members  have  been  elected  to 
the  Council:  Dr  K.W.  Humphreys, 
chairman  and  managing  director,  May  & 
Baker  Ltd;  N.J.  Hunter,  director,  Pfizer 
Ltd;  R.R.  Knowland,  chairman  and 
managing  director,  Albright  &  Wilson 
Ltd;  Dr  A.H.  Raper,  director,  Glaxo 
Holdings  pic,  and  R.M.  Ringwald, 
chairman,  Laporte  Industries  (Holdings) 
pic. 

Smith  Kline  and  French  Laboratories 
Ltd:  Robert  G.  Mansfield  FCA  has  been 
appointed  director,  new  product 
development.  In  1979  Mr  Mansfield  joined 
the  parent  organisation,  Smith  Kline 
Beckman  corporation  in  Philadelphia, 
USA. 

Hall  Forster  Ltd:  Mr  Philip  J.  Todd  has 
joined  the  Numark  wholesaler.  Mr  Todd 
previously  worked  for  Smith  &  Nephew 
consumer  division  as  Northern  regional 
sales  manager. 

Hugo  House  Beauty  Products  Ltd  : 
Christopher  Coxon  has  been  appointed 
managing  director  following  the 
retirement  of  Mr  J.T.  Longthome. 

John  ODonnell  Ltd:  Bryan  Williamson 
has  been  appointed  sales  manager.  Mr 
Williamson  was  formerly  with  Bellair  pic. 
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Mentholatum  hosted  a  visitor  from  the 
Nigerian  branch.  Marketing  manager 
Abudahkar  Abdullahi  was  shown  the 
Twyford-based  plant  and  is  pictured 
meeting  Roy  Gardiner,  manager  of  the 
Maidenhead  branch  of  Boots 
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Prize  Draw  Winners 


First  Prize  Winner  0412 

Second  Prize  Winners 

4260  2326  0732  4802  4015 
3488  1125   0249    1731  2837 


THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  fund  is  an  independent  charitable 
trust  administered  by  a  Board  of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is 
the  relief  of  hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependants  employed  or  formerly  employed  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great  Britain.  Such  relief  may 
include  assistance  with  educational  expenses. 
The  Trustees  will  also  consider  on  their  merits  any  applica 
tions  for  assistance  beyond  the  scope  of  an  employer's 
responsibilities,    concerning    education    or    training  at 
recognised  centres  of  study  for  general  or  special  subjects. 
For  additions/  information, 
or  to  apply  for  assistance,  write  to: 
The  Secretary  Dept  CD 
THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST  1949  FUND 
Clarges  House.  6  12  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y8DH 


A  SAFE  CHOICE  FOR 
YOUR  CUSTOMER. 


A  SOUND  INVESTMENT  FOR  YOU. 


Aegis  bring  you  a  wide 
range  of  premium 
quality  English 
manufactured 
contraceptives 
which  offer  total 
reliability. 

As  you  can  see  they're  attractively  packed  for 
customer  appeal.  aC0/c 
And  you'll  be  pleased  to  hear  they're 

competitively  priced  to  protect  your  profit.! 

. — 

Aegis  Products.  Unit  T2,  Roman  Way.  Coleshill  Industrial  Estate,  Coleshill     x  if 
Birmingham,  B46  IRL  Telephone  (0675)64834 


YOUR  SAFEST  CHOKE. 


VernaiB 

THE  EASILY 
RECOGNISABLE 
BRAND  LEADER 


The  Vernaid  range  of  high  quality 
'essings  are  instantly  recognisable  and 
)nform  fully  with  the  exacting  standards  laid 
own  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and 
epartment  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 


Vernon-Carus  Limited, 
Penwortham  Mills, 

Preston,  Lanes,  England.  QUALITY  DRESSINGS 


VernaiB 
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TAMOFEN  offers  tamoxifen  in  1 0 
20  mg  and  40  mg  tablets. 

TAMOFEN  is  available  in  a  choicf 
polyethylene  containers  orfoil  strips 

TAMOFEN  has  proven  bioequivalenc* 
and  stability  in  both  packaging  options 

When  tamoxifen  is  needed,  makt 
TAMOFEN  your  choice. 


LABORATORIES 


Henlow  Trading  Estate,  Henlow  Beds.  SG16  6DS. 


